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CLC Council Minutes

Council Members Attending (*Executive Council)
*Pastor: Leigh DeVries				*President: Becky McGrady			
*Vice-President: Jo Ann Philpot			*Treasurer: Audra McLain
* Secretary: Jenise Clausen	          
Community Education: Becky Wageman		Preschool: Melanie Halsell		
Fellowship: Lillian Huber				Evangelism: Matt Durkee			
Music and Worship: Sam McGrady			Properties: Steve Andress
								

Not in Attendance: Jan Schlack: Social Concerns

Opening Prayer
· Pastor Leigh

Approval of Minutes
· May 17 minutes were approved

Financial Report
· CLC on QuickBooks Online
· The portal was lost, but has been retrieved
· It took a while for Audra to have access to accounts
· The present program is difficult to read/translate
· Audra has three immediate goals
· Move to accrual accounting
· Helps with integrity
· Preschool
· Make it and the church different departments under the same tax identity
· Improve Communication
· Church Center Website
· Monthly Report on bulletin board
· Brief numbers report in bulletins
· Send Jenise a brief synopsis of monthly report to post in council minutes

Pastor’s Report
· We celebrated Don Clausen’s last official day as the music director at CLC
· The newly hired accompanist resigned, so while we are searching for another accompanist, Don will continue in this role
· Over 50 CLC members participated in the Ministry Architects Listening Assessment June 26-28.
· Pastor Leigh’s complete report can be found in the 2026 Council Active/July

Committee Reports
· Community Education
· CLC concluded a month-long Islam class led by Professor Michael Chrzastowsk. It was well received by those who attended.  He has been asked to return in the fall to teach another class
· Looking for input regarding future class content.  
· Council members recommended Advent/Lent book studies
· Fellowship
· No Report
· Property Management
· Met with Doug Robertson June 27th
· 4 families have been vetted by Ferndale School District
· Families will meet at CLC once per month
· Lessons on cooking with a crockpot
· All food provided by MFN
· Dates will be set soon
· CLC volunteers will help
· Moving forward to make CLC a weekly food distribution Hub
· Stewardship
· Postings in the weekly newsletter about CLC volunteers have been well received
· Worship and Music
· Tony has been rehearsing and leading team for Sunday morning worship
· Liturgy will move to Bonnie Drewes’ “Open the Doors” as of July 12th
· Jill Robertson is training for Altar Guild	
· Pastor Leigh talked about July 19th being RIC Sunday (the day after Ferndale’s Pride Celebration)
· Interest in CLC being represented during next year’s Pride events
· Mics are picking up a lot of chitter-chatter on livestreaming.  
· Some issues with mics.  May need to purchase more
· If a musician or speaker does not have a mic, livestreaming won’t pick up voice very well
· Encourage council members and team to listen to livestream and give feedback
· Tony will brainstorm and encourage getting local and Bellingham teenagers involved in music at CLC.  
· It was recommended to promote a teen Sunday, where they would be the leaders
· Dave Soderland is leading the new Liturgical Planning Team (includes Don Clausen, Linda Anderson, Tony Malpica, and Pastor Leigh)
· He spoke to the foundations of Lutheran liturgy
· He spoke to sections that are flexible and those that are not
· He shared the book The Sunday Assembly which answers the question of “What is faithful Lutheran worship”?
· A favorite hymn database has been created and the team will choose according to worship and themes
· Preschool
· A contract has been extended to an individual who interviewed and has shown they have the experience, training and heart to teach at Christ Lutheran Church Preschool
· CLCP needs 3 more students to fill the current openings
· Social Concerns
· More Adopt a Highway events will be scheduled for July and October
· MFN 
· Since the council has approved and the committee agrees, CLC will become a weekly food distribution hub
· Starting date, day and time tbd
· Helping Neighbors Fund
· Was given to a family with a newborn to help cover hotel costs while father interviewed for job
· Food Bank 
·  Delivered 82 pounds of food in May, including cans of fruit/vegetables
· Other Bank
· Delivered 29 boxes of tissue, the target item for May
· Evangelism
· No Report

Ministry Architects
· Council members gave their reactions to the MA assessment
· Pleased with the areas CLC is strong
· Agreed that communication is a major area to address
· Recognized the need for direction
· Ministry Architects Assessment was approved
· Focus areas
· Communication
· New Website
· Bulletin boards in a new location; frequently updated
· What committees have done and what they plan to do
· Council agreed to vote online to approve the last meeting’s minutes so that there is not a lag of a month or longer when they can be posted and made available to congregation 
· Church Calendar
· Financial Information
· Facebook
· Church Office
· Volunteers to “fill out” office hours
· Greet visitors
· Answer phones
· Miscellaneous Chores
· Teams
· Implementation of goals created as a result of MA assessment
· Website

Miscellaneous
· Communicating with congregation/monthly share from council/committees
· Rather than following schedule, those who have not shared need to contact Becky to arrange for a Sunday they are available
· Implementation Committee will also share updates/progress frequently during Sunday Worship
Closing Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer

Adjournment

Next Full Council Meeting: Sunday, August 16 at 10:45
Next Executive Council Meeting: Tuesday, August 4 at 5:30/Zoom

Jenise Clausen, Recording Secretary
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