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This summer when my family visited Holden Village Tae and I learned how to 
weave using an inkle loom on which we created these two weavings. An 
inkle loom is a small, portable loom in which the warp threads are manually 
raised and lowered to weave with weft thread on a shuttle. And just like a 
regular, stationary loom, warping an inkle loom takes a long time.  

Warping is the process of threading the loom with different colored threads 
which will make the pattern when it is woven. It’s a tedious process that you 
have to be very attentive to, but when you follow the intricate pattern to 
create the warp, and when you carefully make sure it is threaded correctly, 
the weaving itself is easy, and the outcome is a beautiful, creative work. 

The reading we heard today from Paul’s letters to the Romans is kind of  
like the warp for the weaving of Christian life in community. Paul describes 
certain attitudes and behaviors that create the tapestry of a life of faith.  
And when, like a warp, they are carefully made into the basis of a Christian 
life, Christian community comes easy. 

Listen again to some of Paul’s encouragement of the Romans, and of us:  
“Let love be genuine, hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” Now Paul has just spent most 
of his letter to the Romans assuring them that God’s grace is for both Jews 
and Gentiles – that nothing can separate them from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. Now he is saying what it looks like to live in response to that grace, 
both as individuals as well as communities of faith. It means living in trust, 
treating one another with kindness and grace, overcoming evil in the world 
with good. 

And there are three things Paul says in this portion of Romans that 
especially serves like the warp on a loom to create the pattern of a Christian 
life. It’s in verse 12: “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer.” “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” I want 

to unpack each of those today and as I do I want you to think about how you 
might more deeply warp these attitudes and behaviors into your own 
pattern of life and faith. 

The first admonition Paul gives is to rejoice in hope. Hope is the foundation 
and crux of our Christian faith. I have heard so many of you say in different 
ways that if you didn’t have Jesus in your life, you wouldn’t have hope. Hope 
is what gives us wings to rise above the ashes of our lives. When we face 
hardship and difficulty, we are promised that we won’t always stay there. 
We might face a new normal, we might continue to struggle, but hope is the 
promise that we will get through whatever it is we face, and that we never 
do it alone. 

As I mentioned earlier, this week Norma Kremser, a relatively new member 
of our congregation died after a recurrence of cancer. When I as well as 
several of you visited her she would speak very matter-of-factly about her 
illness and her impending death. Of course it made her sad to think of 
leaving those whom she loved here on earth, but there was something in 
her voice and her spirit that still rejoiced in hope: not hope that she would 
be cured, since her cancer was inoperable and terminal. But she rejoiced in 
hope that this was not the end of her story. Resurrection and new life was 
the end of her story. A life without pain or burdens or cares. She could easily 
rejoice in that hope. We can rejoice in hope even in death. 

Secondly in this text in Romans, Paul encourages us and the Romans to be 
patient in suffering. Maybe your thoughts go to the same place mine do 
these days: to those in Houston and throughout the south who are enduring 
such incredible suffering due to Hurricane Harvey. I travelled to Houston in 
March 2009 with a group of Lutheran Campus Ministry students to help 
clean up the destruction caused by Hurricane Ike in September 2008. Ten of 
us worked for a whole week with Lutheran Disaster Response to rebuild one 
basement of one home. I can’t even fathom how long and how arduous this 
process of rebuilding in Texas and Louisiana will take after Hurricane Harvey.  

I’m so very grateful that our high school youth will join 30,000 other youth 
in Houston next summer for the ELCA National Youth Gathering. They will 
spend at least a day serving that community, and hopefully they’ll have the 
chance to rebuild many, many basements and homes. But just think of how 
patient those in Texas will have to be during this time of suffering. It took 



the person whose home my campus ministry students rebuilt 6 months to 
wait for help to come. Many people will wait even longer than that for relief 
from Hurricane Harvey. 

Many of you know what it is like to wait and be patient in the midst of 
suffering. Waiting for death, waiting for a new job, waiting for a diagnosis, 
waiting for a loved one to come around, waiting for more money and less 
stress. When Paul encourages us to be patient in suffering it doesn’t mean 
taking on even more suffering just trying to live with it. It means remaining 
grounded and trusting of God in the midst of it. Maybe that’s one of the 
hardest spiritual practices there is: not to succumb to suffering.  

The patience Paul is calling for here is tied to his call to rejoice in hope. As 
followers of Christ, we know that resurrection always has the last word, that 
the worst thing that can happen is never the last thing that can happen. To 
be patient in suffering means moving our focus toward that promise of 
resurrection. Living as a Christian does not mean we won’t suffer, but it 
means that when we do, we look to the cross to remember who suffers with 
us, and that because of Christ’s resurrection, we too, will be resurrected 
from suffering. That’s the primary promise of our faith. 

And that’s why we do the third thing that Paul says in Romans 12:12: 
Persevere in prayer. Prayer is a gift from God. Because when we pray, we are 
expressing our trust that God is bigger than we are, our trust that God has a 
hold of our lives, our trust that God won’t let go of us, our that God always 
gives us a future with hope. Persevering in prayer doesn’t mean that we are 
constantly praying with our hands folded or using flowery words or standing 
on the street corners preaching about Jesus. Remember, when asked how to 
pray, Jesus said go to your room so you are not seen by others and pray the 
Lord’s prayer. 

Persevering in prayer means that our whole personhood – body, mind, and 
spirit – is oriented toward God and toward the basis of a Christian life. 
Prayer is about how we live. It’s about marinating in God’s grace so that the 
flavor of our lives exude that grace. It means being connected to God so that 
we know we can rely on God. 

When Tae and I made these weavings at Holden Village, we worked together 
to create the warp. I would call out the pattern color and number and Tae 

would thread the loom. Then I would pull or push on the threads so Tae 
could weave the weft. Together we worked to create the foundation of the 
warp and the beauty of the weaving.  

That’s what Paul is calling us as Christian community to do together: warp 
the foundation of a Christian life, so that we can create a beautiful tapestry 
of faith. May we together rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and 
persevere in prayer, that we might weave together a community in Christ. 
Amen. 
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