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Today, in honor of the Pentecost story from Acts when the Holy Spirit came 
upon the apostles and they started speaking in other languages, I want you 
to hear part of our gospel in other languages today. I’ve invited a few of our 
youth to say a phrase from Jesus in today’s gospel in their native tongue or 
in a language they have learned. So, come on up Toby who will speak in 
German, Brandon who will speak in French, Kate who will speak in Tagalog, 
and Rose who will speak in Spanish. You’ll hear each of them say in those 
languages what Jesus says in the gospel, “peace be with you.” 

--- 

And I’ll say it in English: Peace be with you.  

It’s been really wonderful this school year living with someone who’s 
primary language isn’t English – Toby, our German exchange student, has 
just a few more weeks left here before he goes back to Germany. His English 
has improved so much that he’s completely fluent, and yet when he speaks 
English he still has that distinctive German accent and behind it his German 
culture. 

And just today my dad arrived in Bethlehem to work with the Lutheran 
churches and schools in the Holy Land for a week. I remember 
accompanying him on his first trip and worshiping at our sister Lutheran 
churches in the West Bank. The services were completely in Arabic, but even 
not knowing the language I followed along in the service and deeply felt the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Hearing these other languages today, and thinking about our own 
experiences of being in a place or with people who don’t speak our primary 
language, reminds us of God’s intent for the world, and even for the church. 
The world and the church are meant to be filled with a diversity of language 
and culture. 

The ELCA Social Statement “For Peace in God’s World” describes the church 
like this: “Through the gospel, the Holy Spirit calls and gathers a people from 
all nations to worship and witness to the God of peace.” 

The Holy Spirit, the same Spirit that moved over the waters of creation, the 
same Spirit that came upon those first Christian followers in the book of 
Acts, the same Holy Spirit whom Jesus breathed into the disciples, is the 
Spirit who calls and gathers us from all nations to worship and witness to the 
God of peace as church. 

That’s what was happening on that first Pentecost. The Spirit was moving 
people from all nations, (Zach you did such a good job with these names) 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene and so on to worship God in one community. And 
the Holy Spirit led that community two chapters later in Acts to do a 
remarkable thing – to share ownership of their possessions, to sell them 
when there was someone in need, and to distribute the resources to anyone 
who needed them. 

The Holy Spirit, working in a diverse church, can do unbelievably remarkable 
things. 

Sometimes, though, those of us from the predominant culture and language 
in this country and in this church forget that. We forget that diversity is what 
God created, diverse is what God expects our communities to be, and that 
it’s in a diverse church that the Holy Spirit makes remarkable things happen. 

Our church as a denomination, and even our own congregation, is not 
representative of the diversity of God’s world. That’s partly because of the 
history of ethnic groups who settled in portions of the country where the 
majority of Lutheran churches now lie. But it’s also because we tend to only 
reach out to people who look like us, who speak our language, who share 
our culture. Mistakenly, we think either consciously or subconsciously that 
the people we should go to church with are the ones most like ourselves. So 
those are the people we invite to church. Those are the people we gravitate 
toward at school and at work. Those are the people we think of as 
“normative,” and anyone with different skin tones or accents or languages 
or cultures are different. 



We are fearful of difference and diversity because we don’t always 
understand it. And so we cling to what is familiar and distance ourselves 
from the unfamiliar. 

But, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, that’s not what Pentecost 
churches and Pentecost people do. 

Remember, the Pentecost story is about the Holy Spirit rushing in to a 
Christian community, the first Christian community, to lift up diversity, to 
ensure all languages and voices were heard, to celebrate differences in 
community. That’s what made the Christian church grow. That’s what made 
remarkable things happen in the world. 

Sometimes this story of Pentecost gets mixed up with the story of Babel 
from Genesis 11. In that story the whole earth spoke only one language. But 
that singularity caused people to fear and put up boundaries. The people 
said: “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” Out of fear they drew 
back only into themselves, and so God ended up confusing their language 
and sending them all around the earth. God didn’t want people to have only 
one language or to curve inwardly upon themselves. 

The Pentecost story is a story in which difference is not a problem God 
needs to resolve, but the very place where God acts most powerfully. 

We need to remember that, church. We are not called to be a church where 
everyone looks the same, or talks the same, or thinks the same. God meets 
us in our differences, God speaks to us in our differences. God sent the Holy 
Spirit to lift up and enhance our differences. 

In so doing, God invites us to see in our diversity an emblem of God’s 
creativity and grace. And so God continues to send the Holy Spirit, today on 
Pentecost and every day to blow in us to see our neighbor, especially the 
ones who don’t look or sound or think like us, like God sees them – equally 
beloved, equally gifted, equally precious to God. 

The Holy Spirit is in us, church. Just like he did on the eve of his resurrection, 
Jesus has come into our locked rooms and locked hearts and breathed into 
us – the Greek in this gospel text actually means Jesus breathed into us, not 

just on us – and said “receive the Holy Spirit.” We’ve already got the Spirit, 
and the Spirit doesn’t intend for us to stay in our small little bubbles. Go out 
today, church, to seek out and celebrate the differences in God’s world. And 
in doing so, you will have peace, like Toby, Brandon, Kate, and Rose will 
remind us again…. 

Peace be with you. Amen. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



