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Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28

As you might have also been doing this week, I've been thinking and reading
a lot about what happened last weekend in Charlottesville. I've been
thinking about the white supremacist protestors and the counter-protestors.
I’'ve been thinking about what they both wanted. And in many ways, | think
that both wanted the same thing: they wanted to know that there was
enough for them; enough power, enough voice, enough resources.

Now the irony, of course, is that the white supremacists already have those
things. People with skin tones like mine have always had more power in our
country. | have always had more privilege in society because | am white. I'm
not feared because of my race, | don’t need to think about what | say or do
that might be judged because of the color of my skin, | have opportunities
far more easily available to me because | am Caucasian. | can even put on a
flesh-colored bandage on a cut and it matches my skin tone.

| obviously don’t know what it feels like to be a person of color who has
often not been afforded such privileges. Perhaps the only comparison | can
make is my own experience as a woman, especially a professional
clergywoman, when I've often felt like I’'ve had to work about 30% harder to
have my voice and perspectives heard than most male clergy do.

But as a woman, and as someone with family members who are people of
color, | can certainly understand the desire of those who were in
Charlottesville: | want enough for me and for those whom | love. | deserve it
just as much as the others.

| imagine that was the same desire that the Canaanite woman who cried out
to Jesus had: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David,” she cried, “my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” You see, as a Canaanite woman, as a
Gentile, she was not one of God’s chosen people. The Canaanites in the Old
Testament were idol-worshiping enemies of Israel. She was a hated outsider.
And as a woman, she was powerless in first century Palestine.

And yet she had the same desires and needs that all parents do for the
health and stability of their children. And so when Jesus came through her
region, she ran to him and fell on her knees and pleaded, “Lord help me.” |
want the same healing for my daughter that you give to everyone.

Now much has been speculated about Jesus’ answer to her, “I was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel... It is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” Was Jesus just in a bad mood? Was he
frustrated by his disciples’ continued confusion whenever he taught them as
had just happened in this story? Did Jesus really believe that his ministry
was only for Jews and not Gentiles? We certainly know that couldn’t be the
case, since there are countless places in the gospels where Jesus ministers to
Gentiles and others who were outcast and on the margins.

When | read the gospel this week in light of the events in Charlottesville,
what | came to realize is that Jesus in this text was both remembering
himself—as well as getting this Canaanite, idol-worshiping woman to realize
—that she was just as deserving of God’s grace and life as her Jewish
counterparts. And when she responded, “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their master's table,” Jesus said to her, “Woman, great is your faith!
Let it be done for you as you wish.” And he instantly healed her daughter.

Did you catch what happened there? Jesus healed her daughter when she
believed and proclaimed that there was enough for everyone, including her,
an outcast! That’'s what made her faith great! It wasn’t that she knew all the
Hebrew scripture, it wasn’t that she was a faithful worshiper in the
synagogue. What made her faith great was that she believed there was
grace enough for everyone, even in the crumbs.

Pastor Steve Wilco says: “The Canaanite woman... recognizes fullness. She
sees the fullness at God'’s table. She sees a table so full that there is food
falling unnoticed to the dogs. She sees a table that doesn’t have a finite
limit. She sees a crumb from God’s feast as enough to fill even her deepest
hunger.”

The Canaanite woman believed and persisted in her belief that there was
enough for everyone, and certainly enough of God’s grace, including for
those without power or privilege like her.



That’s the vision and the promise of God: there’s enough for everyone,
everyone is equally deserving of life and of God’s gifts of grace. We heard
it today in the reading from Isaiah: “For my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all people. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts
of Israel, | will gather others to them besides those already gathered.”
Even outcasts are welcome and gathered into God’s realm.

And we don’t have to fear that by ensuring everyone has enough that it
means less for everyone else. That’s what Paul was addressing in his letter to
the Romans who were questioning whether the inclusion of Gentiles meant
less for those who were part of God’s covenant with Israel.

Paul writes in the reading we heard today, “I ask then, has God rejected his
people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew. For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.” God does not
take away from someone to give to another. The gifts and calling of God are
irreversible and binding for everyone.

As Paul says elsewhere in Romans, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female, for we are all
one in Christ Jesus,” and there is enough for everyone.

Perhaps, then, there’s a reason that this story of the Canaanite woman is
paired with Jesus’ teaching that what goes into the mouth doesn’t defile a
person, but what comes out can. Evil intentions, false witness, and slander
defile us. When our hearts believe and our mouths say that some people are
less worthy than others, less human than others, that one group of people is
superior to another including because of race, we defile ourselves, and just
like the Pharisees we become blind guides of the blind.

It takes our minds and hearts changing to avoid being defiled. And the one
person we can look to as our guide is Jesus. In this gospel text today, even
Jesus changed his mind. Even Jesus remembered that the Canaanite woman
was worthy of grace, and Jesus’ grace made her daughter well.

Don’t ever doubt that Jesus has enough for everyone. There’s always
enough to go around, even for people like you and me. Amen.
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