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I spent this past week as the resource pastor at Camp Lutherwood on Lake 
Samish along with a couple of youth from church as well as Natascha Wolter 
who served as the camp nurse. If you’ve ever been to a Christian summer 
camp, you know that it’s easy to be a Christian grounded in good soil at 
camp. Your whole day is punctuated by times of prayer, worship, singing, 
and scripture that create the fertile ground for God’s word to yield fruit. 

At Lutherwood, the morning starts at 7:45 with Morning Watch, a time that 
campers gather in a circle on the beautiful point that overlooks Lake Samish 
to hear the scripture passage for the day and sing and pray. After breakfast is 
morning worship and Bible encounter, there’s prayer before and after every 
meal, and the evening ends with worship songs and inspirational Grace 
Moment talks around a campfire and cabin devotions just before kids go to 
sleep. Campers are immersed in the Word of God (as in the Bible), and also 
in the Word, in Jesus himself. It’s the same kind of immersion that the 
children who attend Vacation Bible School starting a week from tomorrow 
will receive, just on a different scale. 

When I read Jesus’ parable of the sower, it seems to me that Jesus is calling 
for us to be immersed in whatever it is that creates fertile ground for God’s 
word to bear fruit. But the problem is that most of us don’t wake up and go 
stand on a beautiful point overlooking a lake every morning to pray and sing. 
Most of us don’t go to worship every day right after breakfast or spend an 
hour in Bible encounter. Many of us pray at the beginning of our meals, but 
do most of us pray at the end of meals, too? Most of us don’t sit around a 
campfire at night singing worship songs and hearing devotions just before 
we drift off to sleep. 

Unfortunately our lives aren’t immersed in the Word of God like they are for 
the campers every week at Camp Lutherwood. So how do we create the 
good soil, the fertile ground in our hearts and lives that Jesus is calling for in 
this parable? 

Hold that question for a moment. Because I want to tell you about the 
continuing education class I’m taking this week at Seattle University called 
“Ministry in a Changing American Religious Landscape.” I’ve been reading 
this book for the class, Choosing Our Religion: The Spiritual Lives of 
America’s Nones, n-o-n-e-s, the people who check “none” for their religion 
on surveys and censuses. Through extensive interviews with Nones, the 
author, Elizabeth Drescher, has found that most Nones aren’t looking for an 
institutional religion or congregation to join. She argues that even though 
many Nones don’t have a place of worship, they do have and lead spiritual 
lives. Interestingly, they seek the same thing those of us who are religious 
seek: 

Belonging, community, intimacy, trust, authenticity, quality relationships, 
the ability to be honest and vulnerable with others. Even those who aren’t 
religious still want to have peace and live a good life.i  

What Jesus is teaching in the parable of the sower is for those of us who are 
religious as well as those of us who aren’t, because what Jesus is calling for 
in the parable offers exactly what all of us desire: a calm, harmonious life, 
one which bears abundance. In this parable Jesus is calling for a certain type 
of attitude that Jesus himself models: an openness and a trust that creates 
good soil, the fertile ground in our hearts and lives. 

But here’s the interesting thing. Even those of us who are religious regularly 
don’t do what Jesus teaches. Remember, in this parable of the sower Jesus 
says that those of us who don’t understand the word get it snatched away. 
And those of us who let go of the word when trouble or persecution arises 
have no root. And when cares of the world and the lure of wealth influence 
us, the word in our lives is choked, and it yields nothing. 

Do you realize that when those things happen, there is very little difference 
between those who are religious and those who are not – the Nones? When 
we neglect our understanding of Jesus, when we face trouble and 
persecution and let worry take root in our heart, when succumb to the cares 
of the world and the lure of wealth, we are no different than those who 
claim no religion at all. When we live in distrust and fear, there is no good 
soil or fertile ground for Jesus, the Word, to root. 



My dear friends in Christ, we are followers of the Word. There is, or there 
should be, a difference in our lives when we claim faith in Jesus. The 
difference is described well by novelist Bebe Moore Campbell: “Some of us,” 
she wrote, “have empty-barrel faith. Walking around, expecting things to 
run out. Expecting that there isn’t enough air, enough water. Expecting that 
someone is going to do you wrong.” But, Campbell writes, “The God I serve 
told me to expect the best, that there is enough for everybody.”ii 

The biggest difference for those of us who have faith in Jesus is having the 
attitude of Jesus: an expectation and a trust that creates the good soil, the 
fertile ground in our hearts and lives. 

That means not letting worry run our lives. That means believing, truly 
believing, what Paul writes in Romans: “Therefore there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.” It means that when 
we face a choice between greed and God, we choose God. 

Just like those with no religion, we all want a life that bears abundance. But 
worry, succumbing to fear, the cares of the world and our greed doesn’t 
allow the Word of God, the Word we claim to follow, to yield a thing. 

And so, my fellow followers of Jesus, in order to create the good soil, the 
fertile ground in our hearts and lives that Jesus is calling for in this parable, 
have the attitude of Jesus. Trust in God. Do not worry. Know that you are not 
condemned. Lavishly give to God and the things God cares about. 

You might not be able to spend time overlooking a lake every morning 
singing and praying. You might not go to worship every day after breakfast 

i Elizabeth Drescher, Choosing Our Religion: The Spiritual Lives of America’s Nones 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2016). 123. 
 

or spend an hour in Bible encounter. You might not sit around a campfire 
singing worship songs to God or drift off to sleep after an evening devotion. 

But you can do this: Have the attitude of Christ Jesus that keeps you open to 
learning and trusting in God so that you can hear the word and understand 
it. Have the attitude of Christ Jesus so that when – not if, but when – trouble 
and persecution arises, you do not fall away from that trust. Have the 
attitude of Christ Jesus so that the cares of the world and the desire for 
wealth do not lure you away from the word of God. That is what will create 
the good soil, the fertile ground in our hearts and lives that Jesus is calling 
for in this parable. 

And remember this when you fret about the Nones in your life – your family 
members and friends who are not religious. Just like what happened in this 
parable to Jesus when ¾ of the seeds that were sowed didn’t yield anything, 
when you share your faith in word and deed, ¾ of the time it might not be 
heard or accepted. ¾ of the people in your life might not respond to God’s 
grace with faith like you do. But be at peace, because it happened to Jesus, 
too. And just like Jesus, keep on sowing. Keep lavishly spreading the seed of 
God’s love and grace without expectations and without judgment. Because 
someday, just maybe, the seed you sow might yield a thirty, or sixty, or even 
a hundredfold. And then, as Isaiah prophesies, the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. Amen. 

 

ii Bebe Moore Campbell, Singing in the Comeback Choir (New York: Putnam, 1998), 
131. 
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