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I feel very blessed, as a life-long Lutheran, to have known and respected 

many Catholics throughout my life. I’m sure whether you are Lutheran or 

Catholic, you’ve also known and loved many others from the other tradition, 

as well. To have Catholics sitting together with Lutherans today in this 

congregation is an enormous gift and a testament to the ongoing 

reformation of the church. And yet, I know that it hasn’t always been this 

way. Catholics and Lutherans haven’t always felt blessed by one another. 

I remember hearing stories from folks in generations before mine about 

walking on the other side of the street to avoid a Catholic or a Lutheran. 

Catholics and Protestants have seen each other practically as another 

species. And God forbid that Lutherans and Catholics marry each other. 

I know some Lutherans have had a difficult time with some of the teachings 

of the Catholic Church. And I’m wondering if some of you Catholics are 

having a difficult time seeing an ordained female pastor before you. 

You’ve been hearing throughout the service quotes from a document called 

“From Conflict to Communion” guiding this 500th commemoration of the 

Reformation. It was prepared by the Lutheran World Federation and the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and one of the first things it 

says is this: 

“We Christians have certainly not always been faithful to the gospel; all too 

often we have conformed ourselves to the thought and behavioral patterns 

of the surrounding world. Repeatedly, we have stood in the way of the good 

news of the mercy of God. Both as individuals and as a community of 

believers, we all constantly require repentance and reform – encouraged 

and led by the Holy Spirit. [As reads the opening statement of Luther’s 95 

Theses from 1517, which triggered the Reformation movement]: “When our 

Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said ‘Repent,’ He called for the entire life of 

believers to be one of repentance.” 

Now that certainly sounds like something we can all agree on. And yet the 

95 Theses opened up an enormous division in the Catholic Church and 

Western world. Martin Luther obviously wasn’t seeking to divide the church 

when he posted his 95 theses for academic debate on the Castle Church 

door in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517, but that’s what 

happened anyway. 

Pope Leo X wasn’t seeking to inflame the division when he excommunicated 

Luther from the Catholic church—he was just trying to protect the 

orthodoxy of Catholicism, but that’s what happened anyway. 

We don’t have the intent to divide, but when we have condemned each 

other’s theological teachings, called one another heretics, disparaged either 

transubstantiation or consubstantiation, and seen one another as “other,” 

that’s what’s happened anyway. 

We have not treated one another as true brothers and sisters in Christ. 

This morning our congregation, and I’m assuming your congregations, heard 

the second chapter of Philippians read in worship, that great hymn about 

the humility of Christ. The verse in that text that always strikes me is where 

Paul says “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 

Our minds so often focus on what makes us different. But note that Paul did 

not say, “Let them same mind be in you that is in another person, another 

denomination.” But let the same mind be in your that was in Christ Jesus. 

The gift of the gospel, the gift of the catholic, universal church is that we 

don’t have to have the same mind as one another, but what God does call us 

to is to have the same mind as Christ. 

When we have the same mind as Christ, our churches agree on things like 

the Joint Declaration on Justification in 1999 with this common confession: 

“By grace alone, in faith in Christ’s saving work and not because of any merit 

on our part, we are accepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit, who 

renews our hearts while equipping and calling us to good works.” 

When we have the same mind as Christ, our church bodies can greet and 

affirm one another, like what happened last summer at our Lutheran 

denomination’s churchwide assembly. After Bishop Denis Madden, auxiliary 

bishop for the Archdiocese of Baltimore and co-chair of the “Declaration on 



the Way” task force brought greetings from the Catholic church, our Bishop, 

Elizabeth Eaton, gifted him with a chalice and paten. Bishop Madden held 

the chalice up and said, occasions like this “move us closer to eucharistic 

fellowship, and one day we will be drinking from the same cup.” 

When we have the same mind as Christ, when we see one another we 

realize we aren’t just seeing a Catholic or a Lutheran, but are beholding a 

brother or sister. We are seeing a member of our own Christian family. 

When we have the same mind of Christ, our churches can accomplish God’s 

work together: we can build Our House through the Interfaith Coalition, we 

can support the Ferndale Food Bank and Other Bank. We can have worship 

services like this. There’s no end to what we can do when we have the same 

mind as Christ. 

My dear friends in Christ, we are one in Jesus. We have the same love for 

Christ, and even though we might practice our Christian faith differently, 

even though our ecclesiological and theological perspectives might vary, 

even though we are different branches, we are all part of the same vine. 

So let us do what makes not only Paul’s joy complete but Jesus’ joy 

complete: let us have the same love for one another that Christ has for us. 

Let us abide together in Christ, that we might bear much fruit for a world 

that dearly needs us all. Amen. 


