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Holy Trinity Sunday

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8, 2 Cor. 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20

| have to admit that my seminary professors and many mainline Christian
theologians probably wouldn’t have approved of the children’s message |
just offered. Attempting to explain the Holy Trinity or symbolize that great
mystery with very limited metaphors has sometimes been seen as heresy.
People write their doctoral dissertations and fill web pages with warnings
about misrepresenting the infinite and transcendent nature of God by
winnowing it down to our finite human language.

So even though it won’t be sufficient, | feel like | owe you a little deeper
reflection about the Holy Trinity, about the God who loved us so much that
God chose to come to us in every way possible — as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Our ability to encounter God is as infinite as God itself. Both scripture and
history document many of those encounters. But today | want you to reflect
today on how you best encounter God. It will be different for everyone
sitting here and difference, as we remembered last week on Pentecost, is
what God, what Jesus values.

Today, remember and claim how it is that you best experience God, and be
ok with the fact that you might not relate as well to one or more persons of
the Trinity. It's ok because by relating to one of the persons of the Trinity, to
God as either Father, Son, or Holy Spirit, you relate to God entirely, since
God is three-in-one.

I’m so very grateful for the scripture passages from the lectionary that are
assigned to this day, Holy Trinity Sunday, because they lift up the roles that
the persons of the Trinity play, especially God our Father, our progenitor, our
creator.

Genesis 1, the first of two creation stories in the Bible, tells us that
everything God created is good, including us, humans, the crown of
creation. But even more importantly, it says this:

So God created humankind in his image. In the image of God he created
them, male and female he created them.

Do you ever stop to think about this? That when | look at you, | see an image
of God? When you look at me, you see an image of God? When you look at
others, whether you love them or just like them or don’t like them at all,
they reflect an image of God?

I’'m certain that’s why God chose a human in whom to best reveal Godself in
the world, Jesus. Humans are the imago dei, the image of God. God created
us, God created Jesus, in order to reflect God — God who is all genders, all
races, all ethnicities. We know that since we who are different genders,
races, and ethnicities exist to reflect God.

I’'m guessing at some point in your life, maybe on a camping trip, you've
visited somewhere with very few lights, so at night the sky is an inky black
and punctuated with more stars than you can even begin to count. Maybe
you’ve seen the Milky Way and recognized the brightness of other planets.
Maybe you’ve thought what the writer of Psalm 8 thought:

“When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars you have set in your courses, what are mere mortals that you are
mindful of them, human beings that you should care for them? Yet you have
made them little a less than divine (just a little lower than God), with glory
and honor you crown them. You have made them rule over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under their feet.” We are made in the
image of God our creator, the first person of the Trinity, and quite frankly, we
are the closest thing to God that you can get.

And because we are the closest thing to God you can get, both Genesis 1
and Psalm 8 say we have a job as humans created in the imago dei: we are
to have dominion over all the earth. The word dominion here, though, does
not mean domination. Humans according to Psalm 8 are royalty, and royalty
in the ancient middle east always had responsibility for everyone and
everything over whom they reigned. God created us to take responsibility
for creation. When we fail to care for creation, when we abdicate our
responsibility for earth-keeping, we are failing in our royal identity as the
closest thing to God that you can get. This is what God our creator, our



Father/Mother, the first person of the Trinity made us for. We are
responsible for promoting, keeping, and continuing creation.

Many of us best experience God through the second person of the Trinity,
Jesus...even if we are like the 11 disciples who went with Jesus to the
mountain after his resurrection where they worshiped him, but some
doubted. | love that the gospel includes that little aside, that some doubted
Jesus even after his resurrection, because, like the disciples, we are human
and sometimes don’t trust in what’s before us unless it’s proven to us to be
ok. Having faith in Jesus isn’t a one-time event. It’s a continual process of
learning and experiencing grace, forgiveness, mercy, and love. Perhaps that’s
why Jesus says in the gospel of Matthew, | am with you always, to the end of
the age. Sometimes it takes our whole life, until the end of our age, to learn
and experience Jesus.

On Friday | was with Sheldon Miller and his family as Sheldon died. Many of
you who have been at Christ Lutheran for several years will remember
Sheldon and his kids, Matthew, Andrew, and Madison. And as we sat with
Sheldon as he slipped away, | couldn’t help thinking of Jesus’ words “l am
with you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus was at the end of Sheldon’s
earthly life with outstretched arms to welcome him to the beginning of his
eternal life. Jesus never left Sheldon’s side during his life, and Jesus was
already ahead of Sheldon preparing his place in heaven. Jesus will continue
to be with Sheldon until the end of every age.

Which leads me to think of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. In
the gospel of John, when Jesus is telling his disciples that he will be leaving
them, he says that he will send an Advocate to be with them. That advocate
is the Holy Spirit. Every day that we live on this planet we have an Advocate
working for us. We are never alone by ourselves, because we have the Holy
Spirit, sent by Jesus, to accompany us and advocate for us. Jesus sent the
Holy Spirit because we need it. We need to sense God’s presence with us,
and when we do, that’s the Holy Spirit at work. We need to remember that
when things in our life fall into place without our pushing, pulling, or
manipulating, that’s the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, at work. We need a way
to explain when a piece of music or a beautiful vista or the touch of a loved
one gives us goosebumps, or as | call them, Holy Spirit bumps. That’s the
Holy Spirit at work.

You know, maybe what Holy Trinity Sunday is for is to remind us not only
about the enormity of who God is, but also the complexity, beauty, and
reality of who we are. The Holy Trinity, especially as explained in today’s
scripture texts, tells us that we are a little less than God, that we
understandably doubt, that we are in need and dependent on God all the
time. And so God, out of love, comes to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to
create us, redeem us, and sanctify us and to prove that God is with us to the
end of the age.

Whichever person of the Trinity you relate to best, know that you to all of
God, three-in-one. So as Paul says in 2 Corinthians, the words you hear in
church each week, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. Amen




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5

  /CompressObjects /All

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions false

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<





    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>







    /HUN <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>





    /SKY <>



    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>



    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



