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Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20

In the book of Genesis, the first book of the Bible, there are two accounts of
creation about how God created the heavens and the earth. In the first
account, God creates the world in 6 days and rests on the seventh day. In
that account, humans are created on the sixth day in the image of God,
though it doesn’t say how. But in the second account in Genesis chapter 2,
humans are created before anything else, and this is how it says humans
were formed:

The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

The Hebrew word in that account for man is adam, or Adam as we might
know it, and adam is created from this [bucket of dirt} —adamah—which
means land, ground, or soil.

Now, the Bible isn’t a science book, and even though it says God created
humans from the ground, God could have also used evolution over many
millions of years. The Bible doesn’t tell us how the earth was created but
rather who created it. But | have to tell you that | love the image of us—you
and me—humans—being formed out of this [bucket of dirt]—adamah.

You and | came from dirt. And maybe that’s appropriate because each of us
knows what it feels like to be treated like dirt, don’t we. We know what it
feels like to get knocked down in the dirt, literally or figuratively. We feel
dirty because of sins we have committed or sins that have been committed
against us.

And one day, each of us will die. We will return to the dirt of the earth. Like
we hear on Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, when we receive a cross
of ash on our forehead: you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

You might be wondering what in the world all this talk about dirt has to do
with Christmas, the most wonderful time of the year, the happiest season of
all.

Well, because on that very first Christmas, God came from adamah—dirt—
to become adam. God became Emmanuel—God with us. God became
incarnate—in carne—in the flesh. God became human—Ilike you and me.

Because you see, it wasn’t enough for God to live among us, God needed to
become one of us—made from dirt, just like us. God chose to become
adam, made from adamah, because it was the greatest way to prove God’s
love for us.

Of course, God had certainly tried other ways before to prove God'’s love:

God had sent kings and prophets and judges, God had sent an ark and a
dove and a rainbow, God had sent psalms and poetry and the law.

But it wasn’t enough. God loved us—God loves you—so very, very much,
that God wanted to become just like you. God wanted to laugh, just like you.
God wanted to cry, just like you. God wanted to understand pain, just like
you.

And so God, on that very first Christmas night, became incarnate in the tiny
baby Jesus. God chose, out of love, to enter into the dirt of life with you.

Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus, just like you weep. Jesus was betrayed by
one of his very closest friends, just like you have been betrayed. Jesus hurt
and cried when he was on the cross, just like you hurt and cry. Jesus was
disrespected and treated like dirt, just like you have been. And then, like one
day you will, Jesus experienced death itself.

Jesus, God incarnate, God Immanuel, gets us. Don’t ever feel like no one
understands you, like you are alone in this world. Because God came from
dirt—adamah—to become who you are—adam—to prove that the God of
the entire universe experiences what you do and loves you through the dirt
of life.

God chose to enter into humanity in its craziness and fullness, in its
painfulness and power, in its grief and grace, not just to tell us we were
loved but to show us with his resurrection that not even death can stop
God’s miraculous grace in our lives.



Jesus is God in the flesh who hugs and smiles and touches and heals. Jesus is
God with us who reconciles and restores and gives hope. Jesus is God
incarnate who keeps us whole and safe and happy and healthy and joyful
and grounded and well.

And yet there are so many who need to know that truth of God’s love and
grace. There are so many people treated like dirt in the world these days
because of how they look, or where they are from, or what they have done.
They are the most vulnerable, the ones on the margins who right now live
the most in fear.

In his Christmas Day sermon in 1543, Martin Luther said,

“The inn was full...[and] there are so many of you who think to yourselves, ‘If
only I had been there! How quick | would have been to help the baby.” Well,
why don’t you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor, for what you do
to your neighbor in need, you do to the Lord Christ himself.”

My dear friends in Christ, Jesus is in your neighbor. Like Jesus, they are
created from adamah—and when we serve our neighbor in need, when we
advocate for those on the margins, when we enter into the dirt of others’
lives to bring about justice, we serve Jesus himself.

In the beginning God created adam from adamah. Then God became adam
from adamah. Now God is with us in the adamah so that we might be Christ
to one another.

You know, it’s actually true...it’s because of dirt that Christmas is the most
wonderful time of the year, the happiest season of all. My fellow adam,
Merry Christmas. Amen.



