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How many of you were ever Mary in a Christmas pageant?  Mary was the 
one to be. The star of the show and rightly so—the mother of our Lord and 
Savior should be given center stage.  How many of you were ever Joseph?  
Perhaps not so much the coveted roll. The thought of pretending to be 
married I am sure was a young boys nightmare, unless of course Mary was 
being played by someone you actually kinda liked. 
 
Like our Christmas pageants reflect, as we remember the Christmas story 
Mary takes center stage. We recall her visit by the angel Gabriel. The long 
and difficult journey to Bethlehem, giving birth in a stable and the sweet 
images of her holding the baby Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes, fill our 
minds. Joseph is there, in the background, but naturally Mary, the mother, 
and her child are in the forefront.  
 
Two gospels, Mark and John, record no account whatsoever of the physical 
birth of Jesus. It is only Luke and Matthew that tell the story of the birth of 
Jesus, and these differ as to the specifics of what happened. The accounts 
often get merged in our remembrance and Joseph in many ways gets lost in 
the shuffle of the Christmas story. I guess this might also have to do with the 
fact that we really don’t hear much about Joseph after Jesus is born, a few 
mentions of his name, but not much.   
 
But in Matthew's gospel, the actions which Joseph took were quite 
remarkable and important, likely we would have no story to tell had it not 
been for Joseph’s action. So I think it is high time Joseph got his due credit 
for his quite important role in the story of Jesus’ birth.  
 
In contrast to Luke, [in the Gospel of Matthew] not Mary but Joseph 
receives divine messages from angels and in dreams. Mary is most often 
spoken about and initiates no action, while Joseph’s obedience to God’s 
word appears at every critical juncture.  
 
For example, faced with doubt over Mary’s pregnancy, Joseph “did as the 
angel commanded him and took his wife into his home.” After the birth of 

the child, Joseph again receives a dream revelation and takes the child and 
his mother to Egypt to avoid the murderous actions of Herod, and after a 
third dream vision returns the family to Nazareth. In each case Joseph is the 
human agent by which scripture is fulfilled. Yet, though Matthew and Luke 
present independent infancy narratives, there is wonderful parallelism. 
Mary and Joseph react in similar ways to angelic messages. Both are told 
not to fear in the face of a seemingly impossible future; both are told that 
the Holy Spirit has acted, and both are given a sign of God’s presence. 
Throughout the narratives, both hear the word of God and act upon it. 
 
In Christian art Joseph is often portrayed more like Jesus’ grandfather or 
great-grandfather than like a parent. In a 17th-century painting by Guido 
Reni, Joseph, with gray hair and beard, lovingly holds the infant, who plays 
with his beard. One beautiful exception is El Greco’s “Joseph,” which 
portrays him as a vigorous young man with Jesus clinging to his legs, here a 
figure of trust and protection.  
 
The historical Joseph, a carpenter or stoneworker, was most likely young 
and vigorous, excited about a future with a woman he so loved that he 
would not invoke a harsh law against supposed adultery, but still followed 
the law to put her away “quietly.” Yet out of his shattered hopes would 
come forth one whom he would name Jesus and Emmanuel, “God With Us.” 
 
Today, when parenting is so challenging, Joseph provides a wonderful image 
of a father. The future of his child unfolds in dreams; even though he cannot 
see what the future holds, he protects and cares for his family in the face of 
murder and exile; he is faithful to God’s word.  
He is called to a life of hard work providing for the son Mary will bear. When 
coupled with Luke’s portrait of Mary, Matthew’s Joseph provides a model 
for parents today as they engage in that most divine of tasks—bringing forth 
new life and guiding their sons and daughters along the way of Christ. 
 
When the gospel of Matthew portrays earthly parents doing right by their 
children, they are shown bringing them to Jesus, they are asking for their 
children to be healed, they are letting Jesus bless them. When parents care 
for their children by putting them in Jesus’ care, they are acting as sons and 
daughters of the Father in heaven. When any one of us cares for the least, 
the lost, the vulnerable, the weak, the little ones in our midst, we are acting 
as sons and daughters of our one Father, and brothers and sisters of Christ 
Jesus. 



 
I am a P.K. (pastor’s kid) or L.O. as my brother terms us (liturgical offspring).  
And I am unsure what term you would be use to describe my children, 
besides doomed, since both their parents are pastors. But I loved growing 
up in the church and my children do as well. I had and they have so many 
grandmas and grandpas loving them, modeling the faith for them, steering 
them onto the right paths, and of course spoiling them. As a parent I am so 
blessed. And as members of this congregation I hope you understand this to 
be your calling as well, not just to the Tae, the pastor’s kid, but to all 
children in your midst. I am not just talking to the Sunday school teachers or 
to Ashley, who is paid to hang with kids and be a Christian role model to 
them, but to everyone.   
 
Joseph shows the kind of care that all of us are to show to children and to all 
those who are most vulnerable in society. Joseph follows the command of 
God. Joseph risks his own sense of what looks proper to the neighbors. 
Joseph aligns himself with someone others would call unrighteous. Joseph 
acts decisively when the child’s safety is at risk. Joseph is willing to act in 
such a way that Jesus will grow up knowing that his first allegiance is to God, 
and that means his family will be bigger, broader, and, yes, stranger than 
any family Joseph could provide. Joseph is no earthly father to be sure, but 
shows us precisely the sort of love our heavenly Father wants us all to show. 
 
May we, like Joseph our brother, know and show the love of our Father in 
heaven, this Christmas and always.  
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