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Rev. Don Cornell 
Christ Lutheran Church, Ferndale, WA 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 9, 2017 
Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14; Romans 7:15-25a; Matt. 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

 The Welcome Continues 

I assume that children today, like our own did many years ago, when pried 
away from their electronic devices, and left without a planned activity in 
their family or neighborhood still can be found creating their own games or 
activities. As I remember, sometimes that included imitating the activities 
of those older than they: older siblings, even adults including mom and dad. 
Thus we might see them playing dress-up, or asking to put a sheet or 
blanket over a table to be used as a fort or as a tent for camping, or maybe 
playing school, or in a sports related game seeking to emulate the batting 
stance or the soccer moves of a favorite star. Such activities depend on 
cooperation, a shared experience. If the children engaged to be the 
students say “No,” school’s out, the teacher has no one to teach. If the child 
with the baseball and bat, or the soccer ball says, “I don’t want to play 
today,” the ball game’s over before it even starts.  

In the gospel text for today Jesus points to children in a similar situation. 
Here they were left together to entertain themselves when they had been 
brought to the market while the moms were shopping. Jesus points out 
what they are doing, or not doing, and makes it a metaphor, a parable, 
about the adults to whom he is speaking. 

What were the children trying to play? Things they saw or experienced in 
their families, a wedding celebration. They may have had some flutes 
carved out of something like a piece of bamboo, or maybe just pretending 
and loudly humming like a flute a happy wedding melody. But, the other 
children said, “No.” The wedding was over before their chosen bride and 
groom even arrived. So, those who wanted to play tried another family and 
community gathering as a game, a funeral. They wailed, with the trilling 
sounds of ululation, but the other children again refused to enter in. A 

happy game, a sad game, nothing could please the others to get them to 
participate. 

How were these adults to whom Jesus spoke like these children? They 
heard the message of John, the one known as the baptizer. He drew crowds 
of people proclaiming that the kingdom of God was near, the Messiah  God 
had promised was even among them. But, the religious leaders didn’t like 
him. He was strange, a kind of loner that lived this austere kind of life, his 
clothing a rough camel’s hair cloak, often fasting, but when he ate it was 
locusts and wild honey, no wine or other extravagances. He wasn’t what 
the Pharisees, scribes, or priests thought could be a man preparing for the 
Messiah. The Messiah must obviously be one who could use all his 
miraculous powers to rid the land of their oppressive rulers the Romans. 
John couldn’t be the one preparing for the promised one. But, then they 
didn’t want Jesus either. He ate and drank too much, a glutton and a drunk 
they said. He spent time with people known for their unlawful even 
immoral behavior. He implied that God loved all; even those who didn’t 
keep the law were beloved of God. Thus, he couldn’t be in any way the one 
God had chosen. So, like the children … there was no pleasing these people 
by John or Jesus. They were committed to their vision of the kingdom of 
God. It was triumphal. God acts out of strength and obviously through 
those who are willing to show strength, that’s the kind they wanted to see. 

But, Jesus says, “Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” What does this 
wisdom grow out of? Out of that which God reveals through Jesus. And, 
what God reveals is his own nature. God is the one who welcomes. 
Seemingly, every time the religious leaders saw or heard Jesus he was 
welcoming and allowing even to touch him those counted as unworthy of 
God’s love, people under God’s judgment, adulterers, collaborators, 
foreigners, a group ill with disease seen as a punishment by God, a hated 
occupying Roman soldier on behalf of one of his servants seeks out Jesus, 
and his faith is commended. And, then there was what Jesus said about 
the nature of God; likening God to a father who welcomes back his errant 
son, and pleads with his eldest son to be just as welcoming; telling of a poor 
man in heaven with Abraham while a rich man who people would assume 
had been blessed by God languished in torment; God like a shepherd caring 
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about one lost sheep, and like a landowner who gives the day laborer hired 
hours after the first equal pay because it meant there would be food on the 
table of the laborer’s family that night.  

So, in our text, when we hear Jesus’ invitation to all who are carrying heavy 
burdens to come to him, it was the burden laid on God’s people by their 
religion that left them believing that God was a tyrant, just itching to 
exclude them from his presence because of their bad behavior, and they 
felt guilty, constantly at risk, even hopeless. By that time the Ten 
Commandments were on their way to becoming 613 commandments of 
what was required to do and refrain from doing to be counted as just and 
worthy before God. And here Jesus was condoning some of these sins 
against the law, letting his followers pinch off heads of grain and pop them 
into their mouths as they walked through fields on the Sabbath. Probably 
even walking farther than allowed on the Sabbath, because that was 
measured as well. These acts were counted as work defiling the Lord’s Day. 
Jesus lifts that burden of guilt. When in the Epistle to the Romans, Paul 
describes not even being able to do what he wants, but instead doing what 
he doesn’t want, and cries out. “Who’s going to deliver me?” He answers 
his own question. “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  

The nature of God is to welcome, and all are welcome. 

NOW … HOLD THAT THOUGHT AS WE MOVE ON TO SOMETHING PASTOR 
JANA ASKED ME TO INCLUDE ... “tell the history of the beginning of CLC.” 

The Cornell family arrived in the Ferndale area in July 1962 when following 
graduation from what is now Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, 
I was called to serve Zion Lutheran Church out on Valley View Road, a 
member congregation of the American Lutheran Church. At that time two 
Lutheran Free Church congregations, one of which was in Ferndale were 
making a decision not to join their denomination in becoming members  
of the American Lutheran Church. This left the town of Ferndale without  
a congregation of one the then three major Lutheran church bodies, the 
American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America, or the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, who together represented over 95%  

of all Lutherans in the United States. Shortly after we arrived it became 
apparent the town of Ferndale was beginning to grow, the Intalco 
aluminum plant was coming. Zion Lutheran Church was growing as well. 
When our family arrived there were 5 families from Zion living in or near 
the town, one of which had Sunday school age children. Four year later in 
1966 there were 19 families, of which 11 had Sunday school age children.  

During those years, the three Lutheran church bodies had an annual 
consultation in the Northwest at which decisions were made about where 
new mission congregations would be started so they didn’t overlap each 
other. Members of Zion Lutheran Church and their pastor knew that any 
new congregation started in Ferndale would very much affect the life and 
ministry of Zion, and so Zion Lutheran Church hoped to be able to be a part 
of such an inevitable venture in a growing area. 

After much prayer and discussion I was invited by the Zion church council  
to meet with the ALC’s regional director of American Missions, Harry 
Sorenson, about the future of a congregation in Ferndale, and point out 
how it could affect Zion Lutheran Church. As a result the joint consultation 
granted to the ALC what was called a pre-emption. This meant the ALC had 
one year to show that they had made a firm decision to establish a 
congregation in Ferndale. Harry Sorenson welcomed the possibility that this 
could be a joint venture of the American Lutheran Church and Zion 
Lutheran Church. At its annual meeting in January 1966 Zion Lutheran 
passed a resolution giving the chairman of the congregation authority to 
appoint a committee of five to serve as a liaison with Sorenson and the 
ALC’s Division of American Missions. On that committee of five were two  
of Zion’s council members, Jon Donnellan and Ivald Jonson. 

At a specially called congregational meeting in December of that year,  
Zion Lutheran voted to enter into an agreement with the ALC Division of 
American Missions to become part of a two-point parish alignment with  
the new congregation  

During 1966 and into early 1967 Harry Sorenson asked me to begin looking 
for a piece of property for a new church. And, at the same time I asked him 
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if the first unit building for the new church had to be one of the packaged 
plans that the ALC usually constructed for new missions, which I did not 
like. Rather than the long narrow nave style I felt the worship space should 
reflect our Lutheran theology, that we are the people of God gathered 
around God’s word and the sacraments. Also, I had seen the work of a 
contractor, Ron Kaaland, who designed much of his own construction, 
including the office and education wing of his home church, St. John’s 
Lutheran in Bellingham. I asked if a design that he might provide could be 
among the choices for the soon to be formed Ferndale church committee 
to consider. Pastor Sorenson agreed, as long as the square footage and 
construction costs were no greater than those of the package mission 
plans. 

I knew the perfect piece of property for the church, at the corner of Vista 
Drive and East Seamount. In fact Ernie and Inez Johnson had already talked 
with me about the possibility of selling a piece of their development to the 
ALC for a new church. After Harry Sorenson heard the price for something 
more than four acres of property, he told me to get it done. So armed with 
a hastily drawn earnest money agreement of questionable legality, and a 
one-dollar bill, we sat at Ernie and Inez’s kitchen table, signed the paper,  
I handed them the dollar bill, and the not yet named or organized 
congregation had property for its first building. 

April 12, 1967, the first meeting of a new 8-member steering committee 
met at the home of Erv and Adele Pfeiffer. Until the congregation’s 
organizational meeting, Sunday, October 22, this committee met 17 times. 
At this meeting the name Christ Lutheran Church was chosen. 

At the second meeting six days later, Ron Kaaland presented his plan for 
the church building. 

For the third meeting, another week later I had made up a model of the 
church plan using some heavy white cardstock and balsa wood. A very lively 
discussion followed. 

At the fourth meeting in early May, Ron Kaaland’s plan was accepted.  

At the fifth meeting on May 9, not yet a full month after the first meeting, 
the committee officially organized. Up until then the role of convener had 
fallen to me. The committee was made up of Ivald Jonson, Carroll Aust, Erv 
Pfeiffer, Jon Donnellan, Ernest Johnson, Jim Quist, Jim Jones, and Jim Irwin. 
For officers, Erv Pfeiffer was selected as chairman, Ernie Johnson as vice-
chairman, and Jon Donnellan as secretary. 

Shortly after, the American Legion Hall was secured as a temporary place 
for worship services until the building was completed. Ilene Iverson, now 
Ilene Iverson Green, who had been our organist at Zion Lutheran since she 
was 14 years old, and would be entering her senior year of high school in 
the fall, agreed to do double duty as the accompanist for Christ Lutheran  
as well. And so, on July 9, 50 years ago today, at 9:30 a.m. the first worship 
service of Christ Lutheran took place. 

Now, back to the sermon title.  It needs to be recognized that the members 
of Zion Lutheran Church who did not become members of Christ Lutheran 
Church, shared the vision that an expanded ministry by two congregations 
could better spread the good news of God’s all encompassing, welcoming, 
love in this portion of Whatcom County, and beyond. In a very real sense 
Christ Lutheran is the child of Zion Lutheran Church. There are current 
members here who were members of Zion, some spent their growing up 
years there. When this worship space was being planned and built, a large 
gift from a member couple of Zion Lutheran was part of the financial 
package that made it possible. The ties of shared ministry, with the 
welcoming, open arms of God’s redeeming love proclaimed and lived by 
both congregations continues. God’s welcome continues. 

And, that is God’s good news for today. Amen. 
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