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Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Ps. 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9;John 20:19-31

My name is Thomas. | got acquainted with Jesus when he invited me to join
with him and eleven other men. He called us his disciples. He took us with him
wherever he went.

You may remember me. On Sunday following Easter, | got stuck with the
name: Doubting Thomas. I’'m sorry this is the way you think of me. There is far
more to my story than my famous doubts. Let me tell you the whole story.

For most of the three years with Jesus, | was just one of the twelve, not very
noticeable. But toward the end, | boldly spoke up. The first time happened like
this. | began to sense a change in the people who crowded around Jesus. They
used to be excited to see him and hear him, but gradually their excitement
turned to hostility. It became dangerous for Jesus to heal people or even
answer questions. That made me uneasy. | feared something bad would
happen.

And then, a message came from Mary and Martha. They wanted Jesus to
come. Right away! Lazarus, their brother, was very sick. That made all of us
disciples nervous because Lazarus lived just outside Jerusalem, in Bethany.
The last time we were in Jerusalem, people picked up stones and were about
to throw them at Jesus.

Jesus stayed where he was for two more days, then decided to go and wake
up Lazarus. Fear gripped us. We asked him to reconsider. “Surely, Lord, if
Lazarus is sleeping, he will get well on his own.” Then Jesus told us outright:
“Lazarus is dead. Come. Let’s go.” We had two choices: either go with him and
face possible death, or leave him to face danger alone.

At that point | spoke up. “Let’s all go so that we may die with him!” Jesus had
become a special friend. Life without him was unthinkable. | could not desert
him. That day | was the only disciple among twelve who insisted we must go

with our teacher, no matter what happened. That day you could call me Loyal
Thomas.

There was another time when | spoke up. One day Jesus began talking about
leaving us, about going to his Father’s house to prepare a place for us. That
was very puzzling.

He never had a house. Being a carpenter by training, | suppose he could have
built himself a house but he never did. Now he was talking about fixing up a
house in some far off place so we could come and be with him.

As if that was not puzzling enough, he told us that we knew the way leading to
the place where he was going. We did? | looked around to see if | was the only
confused disciple. All the others, even Peter, remained silent, like in days at
sin-uh-gog school when none of us knew the answer, but no one wanted to
admit it.

If no other disciple would ask, / would.

“Lord,” | said, “we do not know where you are going; so how can we know the
way to get there?”

Jesus often put aside our questions. This time he answered:

“l am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by

”

me.
You could call me Curious Thomas. | am not afraid to ask questions.

My worst fears came true. Jesus was arrested and tortured a slow death. A
heavy blanket of depression covered me. | did not want to be with anyone. |
crept off alone and got lost in the narrow, winding streets of Jerusalem.

| think death would be easier than what | went through, groping for hope in
the terrible darkness of disappointment. | found wine and drank. Drank until |

could not remember anything. | am not proud of those hours.

At this point in my story you could call me Struggling Thomas.



When | finally recovered from my hangover, | picked myself up and found the
disciples. They were eager to talk to me. “We have seen the Lord!”

What do you mean: You have seen the Lord? | should have stayed alone in the
darkness and heaviness of my grief instead of facing their inappropriate
merry-making.

They wanted me to believe that two days after his death, while they were
together with the door locked, Jesus came into the room and showed them
his hands and his side!

They were my closest friends, telling me something stupidly unbelievable as
though it was true. They seemed so sure of what they were talking about.

Next comes the part you remember best about me. | felt cornered. So | said:

Unless | see the scars of the nails in his hands
and put my finger on those scars

and my hand in his side,

| will not believe!

Dead and buried people do not come and visit their friends. At this point in my
story, your famous name for me is suitable. Doubting Thomas.

A week after the other disciples supposedly saw Jesus, | was with them behind
locked doors. Suddenly, there in the midst of the room stood Jesus! His eyes
found me and he came and stood in front of me. He said to me:

“Thomas, look at my hand; put your finger here;
reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Stop your doubting, and believe!”

Slowly, | reached out my hand, and with my finger, | touched the ugly scars on
his disfigured hands. He would not let me go. He pulled his outer garment
aside and waited for me to reach out with my hand and feel the gaping wound
in his side.

Everyone stood quiet, watching me. Jesus stood quiet, watching me, feeling
me touch him, waiting for my response.

Words came spilling out of my mouth, forcing aside all my doubts. That
moment | believed that Jesus was alive!

| am embarrassed that | missed that first Easter Sunday. It’s hard to explain
how my doubts melted away when Jesus asked me to touch his wounds. In
the presence of the other disciples, | bowed before him as my Lord and my
God.

That day you could call me Believing Thomas.

About a week later we disciples saw Jesus for the last time. He wanted us to
go to people of all nations and make followers, baptizing and teaching them.
And he would be with us always! With those words, he disappeared up into a
cloud.

We went back to Jerusalem. We met together often and prayed. Other
followers joined us including Jesus’ mother and his brothers and many more.
Over the ten days since Jesus left us we grew to a hundred and more when a
mighty noise and fiery tongues touched each of us. We began speaking in
languages foreign to us but understood by visitors in Jerusalem! Jesus had
promised to send a helper to live within us. Wow! It happened that very day!

Legend continues my story. | did not stay in Jerusalem. | sailed far away. To
India. | talked about Jesus. People listened. Many became followers. My
earthly life ended there. My grave is on a hill near Chennai, the city formerly
named Madras.

Nobody can say whether the legend about my going to India is true or false.
But by the 3™ Century - a church existed in India and continues. It bears my

name: The Mar Thoma Church. Its members are known as Thomas Christians.

The legend suggests another name. You could call me Adventurous Thomas. |
went a long way to tell about my Lord and my God.

Now that you know me, what will YOU choose to call me?
| give you six names to consider:

Will you call me Loyal Thomas? | refused to desert Jesus.



Will you call me Curious Thomas? | asked a question when no one else
would.

Will you call me Struggling Thomas? | fell into terrible darkness.

Will you call me Doubting Thomas? | could not believe that Jesus was
alive.

Will you call me Believing Thomas? | confessed Jesus as my Lord and
my God.

Will you call me Adventurous Thomas? | sailed to India and built the
Mar Thoma Church.

Now | want to know about you. How would you describe yourself as a follower
of Jesus?

Are you a Loyal Follower of Jesus? Keeping the doors of this church open?
Are you a Curious Follower of Jesus? Willing to ask questions?

Are you a Struggling Follower of Jesus? Some times?

Are you a Doubting Follower of Jesus? Not sure?

Are you a Believing Follower of Jesus? Do you bow before him as your Lord
and God?

Are you an Adventurous Follower of Jesus? Surprising yourself near or far?

Jesus took time with me. He will take time with you.
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