
 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church  
Ferndale, WA 

January 22, 2017 
 

Gospel Lesson  Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 
I am with you today as a winemaker and Lutheran layman.  According to 
scripture we are all a part of a “Priesthood of All Believers” and Martin Luther was 
very specific in his views about our common “vocation” as clergy and laymen to 
model the gospel through our own unique “callings”.  My calling for the last 25 
years has been to be a winemaker.  It’s a crazy thought, but that’s what it is! 
 
This “vocation/calling” thing is a singular part of our “Reformed” understanding of 
the Christian Faith and is part and parcel to an ongoing re-forming of how God 
wants the Kingdom to come.  I hadn’t thought of my being here as a part of the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation, but at the very least, we can jointly 
celebrate a movement that continues to be a vehicle of God’s grace to our world. 
 
My being here too is a reminder that each of us has a calling too and that God 
wants us to do it with excellence as a part of living out our larger vocation. That is 
what our Gospel lesson spells out today with James and John, Peter and 
Andrew, … and for you and me as we hear Jesus say, “Come with me…” 
 
So, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…may the words of 
my mouth and meditations of ALL of our hearts be acceptable to you, oh Lord, 
our strength and Redeemer. 
 
 
 
Metaphors in scriptures are vehicles that allow us to touch, see, taste or 

otherwise sense a larger word-defiant truth. There is a saying that I think is 

applicable to metaphors that they help the ‘then and there become the here and 

now.’  I like that. 

 

The author of this Gospel uses Isaiah’s words, “The people that lived in darkness 

saw a great light” as an operational metaphor to make the then now and the 



there here.  And, light at this time of year, at least in our northern hemisphere, is 

so very helpful in this darkest time to feel the warmth of the Gospel (ooooo, I just 

did a metaphor). 

 

Richard Rohr makes the point though that the word “metaphor” has roots that 

mean to “to walk beyond”, and comments that every metaphor has a “limp”.  

Metaphors don’t walk in a perfectly straight line…but they point us in the right 

direction. 

 

So, I am a winemaker and I want to spend our time together on another 

metaphor Jesus uses, one I can really relate to as a winemaker… it’s the image 

of “leaven” or yeast.  Yeast, is a partner metaphor with light.  Without light all we 

have is darkness.  Without yeast there is no wine.  Without these something that 

is so essential and good is simply not present.  Yeast to me is not just a 

metaphor it’s the real thing.  And, metaphorically, we are ALL called to be some 

sort of “yeast” in this world as a part of our individual callings. 

 

Pastor Jan has asked me to keep my remarks tight so I am going to get right to it.  

This is not going to be a warm and fuzzy set of winemaker stories (I have those 

too) but for now I want to share just a couple of winemaker insights into the 

parallels of winemaking and the making of a healthy congregation.  

 



My first thought is that you can’t use just any yeast to make just any kind of wine.  

Actually, you can, but to make more than ordinary wine, it pays to be strategic 

and match the yeast to the wine you are trying to make.  That first means you 

have to figure out what kind of wine you want to make though, doesn’t it. 

 

Both of these decisions are strategic choices.  I have learned to only make wines 

I’m really passionate about.  I will let someone else make a spritely Riesling and I 

will enjoy their wine.  But my passion is for red wines.  Full-bodied food wines.  

Now, these include a wonderful Cabernet Sauvignon, but also a fine Malbec, a 

Sangiovese, and Syrah among others.  It’s not just one wine, but several I really 

can’t imagine NOT making. 

 

Going to our yeast metaphor now, what kinds of wine is this congregation 

passionate about making?  

 

What are members here really passionate about? 

 

Is God leading you to at least consider a new wine?  Have you folks ever tried a 

Dolcettto?  They are just fantastic.   A blended wine?  They are very popular 

now, but they are tricky to make.  It’s possible to really dumb down something 

that was pretty good on its own.  On the other hand, you can make a real stunner 

by getting out of the box a bit. 

 



I’m hoping you are catching on to the metaphor. 

 

Do you have the passion for that new thing?  The right yeast to make it happen?  

If you don’t then don’t make that wine.  Make something you have both the 

passion AND the yeast for.  Let some other congregational “winery” make that 

wine and celebrate their success.  God’s wine cellar has more than one variety in 

it!  (And by the way, so should yours). 

 

The Apostle Paul said he would be anything to anyone to share the Gospel.  He 

was a tent maker not a winemaker, though.  One congregation, like one winery, 

can’t be all things to all people.  Make what you make as a sacred calling and 

with excellence. 

 

My second thought for today, or maybe sip of wine, is that yeast do their 

important job and then…they die.  Or at least most of them do.  They do their job 

and get out of the way.  

 

Yeast are not there for the party when the new wine is brought out! 

 

I hate that.  I like parties.  Further more, at the party, most people celebrate the 

vintage, they call attention to the winemaker, salute the vineyard manager, point 

out the use of special barrels, how great the new label looks… everything BUT 

recognize the yeast.   



 

Who ever is here right now to make new wine in this place … may never taste it.  

It goes with the territory that is our greater vocation.  We have to get used to it.  

Sniff. 

 

As I conclude, I want to remind us that God wants us to be in the very present 

and not to just remember past vintages or plot the next one.  Wine is for NOW 

and it cannot be enjoyed at arms length.  It must be seen, swirled, sipped, 

savored, and swallowed… NOW and preferably with a meal, simple or elegant… 

perhaps with the simplicity of just a bit of bread and a sip of wine. 

 

So, today, as we now make the transition in our service from Word to Sacrament 

the words of institution remind us to be in that present.  EVERY time you take the 

bread and cup remember me, Jesus said. 

 

Christ, the greatest of all winemakers is with us today in that very present sip of 

wine or juice. 

 

Metaphors truly do help make the “then and there” become the “here and now”, 

don’t they?  My prayer is that God’s yeasty Spirit be here in this place and in all 

of you in new ways to make 2017 a vintage year for God’s Kingdom. 

 

AMEN 
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