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Welcome to worship at Christ Lutheran Church where we live in Christ and share God’s love
with all people.
 
CLC celebrates and affirms the sacred worth of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and
gender expressions, including the LGBTQIA+ community; people of all cultures, ethnicities,
and backgrounds; specifically Black, Indigenous, and People of Color; people of all ages and
abilities; and people of all social and economic circumstances – as well as any who have
experienced marginalization by the Christian Church.

We commit to the work of anti-racism and inclusion in a world that profits from our division.
We remember Jesus’ unambiguous call to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39).
We pray that all may encounter the living, loving God, whose grace meets us in our authentic
humanity and who sees each of us as beloved.

We gratefully acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral homelands of the Lummi Nation of
the Coast Salish language group who have stewarded this land since time immemorial, and
we commit to the ongoing care of our shared land and relationships 
with its indigenous peoples.

Younger friends are welcome in the Pray Ground (accessed outside the sanctuary entrance)
for any portion of the service.

Hearing assist units and large print bulletins are available as you enter the sanctuary. Please
see an usher for assistance with these or any part of the worship service. 

For all attending, we invite you to sign in on the friendship pad in your pew. We encourage
you to participate in worship at your comfort level. The congregation reads the bold print and
stands as they are able. 

Christ Lutheran Church

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 | PARTICIPATING IN OUR CHURCH
Presiding: Pr. Leigh DeVries
Greeters/Ushers: Dave and Jan Schlack
Communion Assistant: DeLynn Sanchez &
Marissa Sanchez
Reader: Bobbi Ferguson
Prayers of Intercession: Betty Behee
Team: Janet Wilhoite, Linda Osgood, Erin Beebe
Cantor: Janet Wilhoite

Piano/Organ: Don Clausen
Violin: Joanne Donnellan
Flute: Nancy Tupper
Altar Guild: Linda Anderson
Livestream Technician: Audra McLain
Soundboard Technician: Sam McGrady &
Calvin Petersen 
Liturgical Setting: WOV Setting 5
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GATHERING

PRELUDE                                

Sunday | January 25, 2026 | 9:30am

CONFESSION  &  FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word
who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
    Amen.

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

Amen.

WELCOME Pr. Leigh DeVries

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

St
an

d 
in

 b
od

y 
or

 s
pi

rit

Mighty God, lover of justice,

The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

CLC Team

GATHERING HYMN Jesus Calls Us: o’er the Tumult ELW# 696

3Third Sunday After Epiphany

Thy Word
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
     And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE
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your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the
cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
   And also with you.

Lord God,

You may be seated. 

WORD

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:1-4

6

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord]
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the nations.

 2 The people who walked in darkness
 have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
 on them light has shined.
 3 You have multiplied exultation;
 you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you



1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek;
      that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 
     beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.
5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- on a rock.
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
     Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and   
     make music to the Lord. 
7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
 8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
     Your face, O Lord, I will seek.
9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 

PSALM: PSALM 27:1, 4-9

7 as with joy at the harvest,
 as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4 For the yoke of their burden
 and the bar across their shoulders,
 the rod of their oppressor,
 you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The Word of the Lord.
    Thanks be to God.

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that
you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made
clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and
sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God
that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that
you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of Stephanas;

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
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*Please stand for the gospel acclamation.*

        Al     -    le         -           lu      ia.          Lord, to     whom   shall   we      go.

        Al   -   le      -      lu     ia.      You  have  the  words  of    e  - ter - nal     life.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

     Al   -   le      -      lu  -   ia.      al   -    le    -       lu  -  ia

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
   Glory to you, O Lord. 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
 on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
 16 the people who sat in darkness
 have seen a great light,
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beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send
me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

 18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.

The Word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.



9and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
 light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among
the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
      Praise to You, O Christ.

You may be seated. 

MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me ELW# 798

CONFESSION OF FAITH
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the
church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all who follow
Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life.
Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of
this garden planet. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ.
Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for those in
authority. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are sick.
We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. Provide for their needs and
relieve their suffering. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a
spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come at
last into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior.
Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
    And also with you.

You may be seated. 

meal

GIFT OF MUSIC Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
- arr. D.Clausen

CLC Choir

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
     And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
     We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
     It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, O God, 
Creator of Heaven and earth., 
From generation to generation 
You have cared for your people. 
You bless the poor in spirit
With the kingdom of heaven. 
You bless the meek and lowly with the inheritance of the earth. 
Therefore, with joy and gladness
We join with all the saints 
In singing thanks and praise 
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Blessed are you, O God, 
Redeemer of the world. 
Into this life of sin and sorrow
You send Jesus Christ to save us. 
He blesses those who hunger and thirst
With justice and righteousness. 
He blesses those who are merciful 
With your abundant mercy. 
He blesses the pure in heart 
With the revelation of your glory. 

On the night of his arrest,
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Therefore, with joy and gladness 
We offer ourselves to you
As we share this sacred meal.

Blessed are you, O God, 
Sustainer and source of all life. 
On your people and in this meal
You pour out your Holy Spirit. 
Now bless the peacemakers
With the name “children of God.”
Now bless those who are persecuted
With the reward of the righteous. 
Now bless all who suffer evil
With the welcome of your eternal realm. 
Then with joy and gladness
We will glorify you together, 
One God, forever and ever. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the language of our hearts.

1983 Version
Our Father in heaven, 

1892 Version
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 

 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial
 and deliver us from evil. 
 
and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. 
 Amen. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

For the kingdom, the power,

Give us this day our daily bread; 

For thine is the kingdom, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 



14INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table;
taste and see.

You may be seated.

COMMUNION HYMN

COMMUNION AND CALL FOR OFFERING 

All who desire a renewed relationship with Jesus are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.
Children of any age, with the consent of a parent or guardian, are welcome to commune, or may come
forward to receive a blessing instead. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. If you have
any allergies or sensitivities to gluten, wheat, yeast, dairy, soy, nut, or corn, please ask for the wafer
alternative, as they are made in a facility that is free of these allergens. If you prefer to take
communion at your seat, please notify an usher to have it brought to you. As a part of your
communion experience, you are additionally invited to light a candle, use the prayer wheel, or seek
additional prayer with a Stephen Minister seated in the front pew near the candle station as you
need. 

At this time, you may also present your physical offering (if you have one) prior to receiving
communion in the designated offering plate. Offerings may also be received the following way:

Mail checks to the CLC P.O. Box 845 or send a check through your bank’s Bill Pay
service. Please be sure to add “Attn: Financial Secretary” to the envelope; 
Give through the Church Center App (use QR code to access);
Or through Church Center online: christ-lutheran-church-ferndale.churchcenter.com



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION CLC Team & Congregation
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We Come to the Hungry Feast
One Bread, One Body

ELW# 479
ELW# 496

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Radiant God,

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTH/BATHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES                
Happy birth/bathday to you, happy anniversary to you, 
may the Lord bless and keep you another year through.

BLESSING
May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
☩ bless you now and forever.
    Amen.

SENDING HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
    Thanks be to God.

ELW# 674



ANNOUNCEMENTS

JANUARY

1/25: *TODAY*! Documentary & Discussion - Community Education
In honor of Treaty Day, we invite you to participate in a Documentary viewing and
discussion on Sunday, January 25 . “Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen Lands, Strong
Hearts” is a documentary film created by the Anglican Church of Canada as a part of
their work on reconciliation and justice. The QR code to will take you to the link on
YouTube, or you can use the title name to find the link to view the film in advance in it’s
entirety. Several clips will be shown and discussed on Sunday, January 25  

th

th.

1/28: Walk & Talk - VanderYacht Park
VanderYacht Park in Ferndale is the destination for Walk and Talk Wednesday January
28. Walkers will leave CLC at 9:15 choosing foot or car transportation mode to the park.
If you desire a level and shorter route, you may drive directly to the parking lot and meet
the walkers about 9:30 for the trail loop through the park. Address is 1945 Washington
St. Walkers who want to avoid the uphill return to the church can likely hitch a return
ride with drivers! VanderYacht Park is a Ferndale City Park along the Nooksack River. It
includes a restroom, an off leash area for dogs, and a walking trail through meadows
and trees with river views. The wide trail is packed gravel and dirt.

Walk and Talk is sponsored by CLC’s Stewardship Committee. This is its fourth season
of promoting Wellness and Relationships. Call or text Carolyn Jonson, 360-746-5653,
for more information.

1/30: Monthly Game Night! 
Have you been looking for a fun game night? Look no further! CLC looks forward to
hosting a new, monthly game night for adults (or nearly adult – those not requiring
supervision to play) every last Friday of the month! Games will start at 5:30pm in the
Fireside Room. A game will be chosen and played in rotation for 3 months as to allow
time to learn the game and a few subsequent sessions to play. Questions? Contact
Audra McLain: audramclain@gmail.com.

January 1x1x1 Project – Cooking Oil & Dish Soap!
May we introduce you to our new initiative to support our Ferndale Food & Other Banks!
This is called a 1x1x1 Project and it goes like this... for the month we will ask for:

1 x your support as 1 person/1 family by bringing in: 

16



FEBRUARY

2/1: The Universal Christ Book Study - Community Education
In February and March, Pastor Leigh and Stephen & Irene Wise (both trained Spiritual
Directors) will lead a book study of Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ for Community
Education. Each Sunday, we’ll review two to three chapters of Rohr’s book after church,
discussing the text, its impact on faith, and how we live out that faith day to day.
Then, on Mondays from 12-2, all are invited to gather for a small group that will be
engaging more experientially with Rorh. We’ll have a fellowship-filled brown-bag lunch 

at 12:00 noon, and after lunch, we'll participate in spiritual practices, prayer, and a
deeper, practical engagement with the text's theological tenets.

Folks can come to just Sunday Community Education, just Monday’s experiential small
group, or a combo of the two. Whether you have claimed a book or not, they are all
available in the narthex!

2/1: Kid’s Korner
The first Sunday of the month means it’s time for Kid’s Korner! We invite all 5  grade and
younger kiddos to join us for snack, chit chat, story time and a craft in the Godly Play
room directly following worship. 

th

171 x 1 item for the Food bank (January: Cooking Oil!) and,
1 x 1 item for the Other Bank (January: Dish Soap!). 

In a season when food benefits are unknown for so many and in an effort to increase

donations, the CLC Social Concerns Committee is introducing an ongoing initiative in the
form of a "1x1x1 project" to fill our donation bins. (This will change monthly!) Please drop
your contributions in the designated bins in the Narthex. Contact Carol Gahm or Shay
Andersen with any questions. 
 December Recap:
 The Ferndale Food Bank received 73 cans of soup!
 The Ferndale Other Bank received 97 containers/bars of soap!

Thank you to CLC and CLCP for your generosity to these critical local organizations!



182/2: Pub Church w/ Echoes!
Echoes gathers in pubs and breweries around Bellingham because conversation,
connection and church can happen ANYWHERE. Come and converse on topics that
matter. No religious experience or spiritual background required, just questions. Bring an
open mind. We’ll save you a seat. We’ll meet out in the back of Structure Brewing: Old
Town - 601 W Holly St, Bellingham. Find us by our laughter and questions/coloring
sheets/markers! Contact Erin Beebe (360-393-2544) if you have interest in carpooling
from CLC at 6pm.

2/18: Ash Wednesday Service
Join us at 7:30pm for an Ash Wednesday Service! 

MARCH

3/7: Interfaith Music Festival
To be held at First Congregational Church in Bellingham on Saturday, March 7  at
3:00pm! Join fellow music lovers to gather and support the offerings of local ministry
partners. 

th

3/8: New Member Installation
Have you been attending Christ Lutheran Church and have interest in becoming a
member? We look forward to welcoming new members during a worship service on
March 8  and invite any interested non-members to contact Pastor Leigh
(pastor@clcferndale.org) or Shay Andersen (parishadmin@clcferndale.org) for more
details! 

th



STAFF PARTICIPATING IN OUR CHURCH
Rev. Leigh DeVries, lead Pastor: pastor@clcferndale.org
Rev. Liza Okan, preschool director: preschooldirector@clcferndale.org
Don Clausen, Music Director: musicdirector@clcferndale.org
Shay Andersen, Parish Administrator: parishadmin@clcferndale.org
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08:30am 
09:30am  
10:45am 
 

09:00am  

09:15am  

08:30am  
09:30am  
10:45am  
        
        

08:30am  
09:30am  
10:45am 

06:30pm

Sunday 1/18

Monday 1/19

Wednesday 1/21

Sunday 1/25

Sunday 2/1

Monday 2/2 

Musician Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Worship with Pr. Leigh (Sanctuary)
Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall)
 

Quilting (Fellowship Hall)

Walk & Talk (CLC Parking Lot)

Musician Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Worship with Pr. Leigh (Sanctuary)
Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall)
Community Education (Fireside Room)
    Documentary & Discussion: Doctrine of Discovery:   
    Stolen lands, Strong Hearts

Musician Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Worship with Pr. Leigh (Sanctuary)
Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall)
Kid’s Corner! (Godly Play Room)
Community Education (Fireside Room)
     The Universal Christ Book Study

Pub Church w/ Echoes
@ Structures Brewing, 601 W Holly St., Bellingham
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Winter Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday, 9:15am - 3:00pm

“We live in Christ and share God’s love with all people.”
PO BOX 845 5904 VISTA DR. FERNDALE, WA 

360-384-1422 clcferndale.org

CHR IST
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sara, Brandon, Sean, Lucia, Gary, Jay, Col. Melissa Dooley
Please hold these people in prayer: 20


