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Knowing the Unknowable	Ephesians 3:14-21
“Hyperbole” is an English word that means: “exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken literally.” It comes from a Greek word that literally means, “to throw too far.” A ball that is thrown too far cannot be caught. Words that are exaggerations cannot be believed. The prefix, “hyper,” even with English words, means, “too much” or “excessive,” like in “hyperactive.”
You might be asking, “Why is Pastor Brian talking about hyperbole?” Even if you aren’t asking it, I’m going to give you an answer. A form of this word is used in our Second Reading. It’s a word that jumped out at me when I looked at it in English, and even more so as I began studying the text in the original Greek text. 
In our translation, the word is rendered, “surpasses.” It is part of the description of the love of Christ. It “surpasses knowledge.” Other translations use phrases like: “too wonderful to be measured” (CEV); “extravagant dimension of God’s love” (Message); “beyond anything we can understand” (NLV). 
If you don’t want to learn Greek, you can compare different translations to discover the different ways some words and phrases are translated. There are websites that let you do that easily.
However, before I go further about this word, I need to talk about another issue in translating from the Greek. In both Greek and English, a phrase like, “love of Christ,” can be understood in two ways. 
It’s a phrase that can mean “our love for Christ.” Love is something that flows from us to Christ. We are to love Christ. 
It’s a phrase that can also mean “Christ’s love for us.” Love is something that flows from Christ to us. That is the best way to understand it in the context of our verse.
It is Christ’s love for us that surpasses knowledge. It is Christ’s love for us that is thrown out of our reach. It is Christ’s love for us that is beyond our understanding.
However, this seems to create a bit of a conflict. Paul prays that we would know this love that is unknowable. How can we possibly know something that is beyond our ability to know? It is like trying to catch a ball that is thrown out of our reach. It’s impossible.
In both Greek and Hebrew, and even in English, the verb, “to know,” has other meanings besides just coming to understand something in our brains. It is also a relational term. We all could say, “I know Joe Biden” or “I know Donald Trump.” We know who they are. We can recognize their faces on TV or in pictures.
It’s a much more significant to state: “Joe Biden knows me” or “Donald Trump knows who I am.” (Neither of those are true, but I hope you get the point.) Their knowledge of me means that we have a relationship with each other that goes beyond just knowing their names what they look like on TV.
When I say, “I know Don Clausen and he knows me,” it means that we have some sort of relationship with each other. I doesn’t mean that I understand everything about him, but it means that we know a number of things about each other; but it’s more about being in relationship with each other than the amount of knowledge we have.
There have been times when I’ve been asked, “Do you know the Lord?” My usual response: “Yes, but more importantly, the Lord knows me.” 
I make this response because of what Jesus says in Matthew 7: 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go away from me, you who behave lawlessly.’
Yes, I know the Lord, but more importantly, the Lord knows me. Such knowledge means that we have a relationship with each other. In this case, the Lord knows everything about me. Jesus even says that all the hairs on our head are counted;[footnoteRef:1] even if there are a lot fewer hairs than there used to be.  [1:  Matthew 10:30] 

I do not know how many hairs even my best friends have – and I don’t care to know. Jesus says this about us because we are each so valuable to him. He knows us. He cares for us. It is this love for us that is at the heart of our relationship with Jesus. 
I use much the same response when folks have asked, “Do you love the Lord?” “Yes, but more importantly, I know that the Lord loves me.” That usually surprises the questioner, but after a brief moment, they usually agree. What’s more important than our love for Christ, is Christ’s love for us.
Jesus loves me. This I know, for the Bible tells me so. That is at the center of our knowledge about the unknowable love of Christ. That is enough to know about the unknowable love of Christ. Jesus loves us.
Paul also prays that we might comprehend, grasp, come to understand the breadth and length and height and depth of Christ’s love for us. On one hand, those terms can refer to something that is really, really big. 
These words are also used in figurative senses.
Perhaps you have said to a spouse or child, “I love you this much,” while holding your arms as wide as you can. It indicates a whole lot of love. A love that engulfs others.
People who are broad minded are open to new and different ideas. 
Someone who is a deep thinker is concerned with profound, complicated things.
We sing about God being high and lifted up. It’s a term of exalting, worshiping. 
The love Christ has for us is wide enough to engulf us all. It is broad enough to include us all. It is so profound and complicated that it is beyond our understanding. It is exalted. It is to be admired by us all. It is above our understanding.
These are things we can know about the love Christ has for us. This is what we know about the relationship Christ has established with us. Even though he knows everything about us, he still loves us with that extravagant love.
I have discovered in my many years of ministry, that the more I come to understand about our God; I also come to realize how much more that I don’t know. That’s how it should be. God is beyond our understanding. It’s like trying to catch a ball that is far beyond our reach. It’s impossible. This should also lead us to conclude that it’s beyond our ability to catch what God throws to us. Perhaps we should stop trying. Rather, we receive what God gives to us. God places the ball in our hand rather than make us try and catch what is uncatchable.
Perhaps we might rephrase Paul’s prayer to state that he prays that we come to understand and know that our God is beyond our understanding and knowledge; and that this God has established a loving relationship with us – that is also beyond our understanding – but we know that we have been grasped by the wide-reaching, loving arms of God. We are people whom God loves. It’s simple enough for a child to know and accept. We don’t need to know much more than that.



