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When the Sea Is Calm	Mark 4:35-41
Nobody wants to be in a boat on the sea during a storm. Even the experienced fishermen in the boat with Jesus are afraid that they are going to die. Apparently the only one who wasn’t afraid during the storm was Jesus. He’s sleeping in the back of the boat. He shows how not to be fearful in fearful times.
This story is often used as a metaphor of life. When going through difficult times, don’t be afraid. Trust Jesus who is with you in the storm and who can calm the wind and waves. That certainly is a message from this text. Trust Jesus.
Jesus did that for these disciples. With a word the wind died down and it was completely calm. They were now sailing on calm seas. That’s a problem. You can’t sail when there’s no wind. Without the push of the wind, a sailboat becomes a rowboat. If these disciples are going to follow Jesus’ command to get to the other side, they will have to work – they will have to row the boat across the sea.
Why does Jesus want to go to the other side? Why did he say to them, “Let us go across to the other side?” We don’t know why he said that, but we know who was on the other side and what happened there. When they reached the other side,  the first person they meet is a man with an unclean spirit. He lived in the tombs. He was uncontrollable. The townspeople had tried confining him with chains, but he’d break them. We could call him demon-possessed. We could call him insane. We could say that he had a mental illness. However we define his problems, he was a man who needed Jesus’ help. 
Jesus helps him. Jesus casts out the legion of demons into a herd of pigs, which jump off a cliff into the lake and drown. This is a very clear clue that Jesus was no longer in Jewish territory. Jews don’t eat pork. Jews don’t raise pigs. It also gives me the opportunity to once again say: This is the first time someone made deviled ham.
There was so much about this other side of the lake that was considered unclean – or separated from God: the unclean spirit or demons, living among the tombs with the dead bodies, the pigs, the Gentiles who owned the pigs. Yet, that’s where Jesus told the disciples to go when he said, “Let us go across to the other side.” It was to those people - people who were so different from the disciples.
However, the town’s people were not too happy with Jesus. I’m not sure that they were ready to give up a few hogs in order to save one sick person. They plead with Jesus to leave. His presence had already disrupted their lives and their business too much.
This story is often used as metaphor for the church. A boat is frequently a symbol for the church. The place where you’re sitting is properly called “the nave,” which comes from the Latin word, navis, for “boat”. “Navy,” also comes from that word.
I’ve been in congregations that were filled with storms. I’ve been in congregations where all their energy is spent on trying to survive the present and next crises. I’ve been in congregations where mortgage companies have called threatening to foreclose because the mortgage hasn’t been paid. Sometimes congregation council meetings were like the disciple’s prayer: “Don’t you care that we are going to die?” 
When I came here, that was not the reality of this congregation. You were without a pastor, but the process was in place and going very well to do the self-study that would help reveal a pastor who would best match the needs and desires of this congregation. That has happened. There is calm. That presents a new problem.
As I said, how do the disciples follow Jesus’ command to get across the lake when sailing on calm seas? It will take a lot of work. It will take some guidance and planning so that they aren’t just rowing around in circles and getting nowhere. 
When there is calm in people’s lives, that’s when it’s time to think and plan and work, because they aren’t simply reacting to each new crises. They can plan for where Jesus is calling them to go and then work to get there. 
The same is true in congregations. In some ways it is harder work when there is calm; when crises aren’t setting the agenda. A congregation council gathers and sees that the bills are all paid, there is still money in the bank; there isn’t anything broken that needs fixing. So what do we do? We seek to discern where God is calling us, to whom God is calling us, how can we bring Jesus’ ministry to them, and then work, and work hard to get there. It can also mean that some people will get upset – like the townspeople did with Jesus.
If we use this gospel text, Jesus’ command is to get into the boat, push away from the comfortable shore, and head to the folks on the other side. On the way there are likely to be storms, but Jesus is in the boat with us. He’s not worried. Why should we be?
On the way we may see miracles that bring an end to the storms and calm seas. This means even harder work to row the boat to the place where Jesus wants to take the good news. But even as the disciples are rowing hard, Jesus is still in the boat with them. They will need his miraculous power again when they reach the other side to bring healing to the demon-possessed man.
When you are going through great difficulties, Jesus is with you. He may calm the storms. He may stay asleep in the boat, showing you what it means not to worry; to trust; to have faith.
When you are going through calm seas, Jesus is with you. He has given general directions for our lives: love God and love your neighbors, go and make disciples of all nations. He will lead us to people who need to hear and experience his good news. Talking to others about Jesus may be even more frightening than being in a boat on a lake in a storm. Jesus again says, don’t worry. Trust him. Have faith.
We are in the boat of Christ Lutheran Church. We are discerning how we can participate in God’s mission at this time in this place and with new leadership about to arrive. We are getting ready to push away from the shore to head towards new people. 
I was at a workshop once where Marty Haugen, who composed the Now the Feast liturgy and many other hymns, commented about our next hymn. “How can I keep from singing?” it asks. How different that is from what happens in many congregations: “How can I get the people to sing?” 
How can we keep from singing about our Lord who is with us in the storms and in the calm? How can we keep from singing about our Lord as we work to follow his commands to get to where he is calling us? How can we keep from singing about our Lord when we expect to see him work his miracles: both for us on the way and for those on the other shore? No storms can shake our inmost calm while we are clinging to Jesus.




