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More than Sleeping and Waking	Mark 4:26-34
I imagine that most of you have planted seeds at some point in your lives. Some of you may have sown many different seeds in a large garden plot – or in a small garden plot. Others of you may have planted only one seed in your lives – that grade school class where you put a seed in a cut up milk carton as part of a school project. Some of you may have lived on farms where thousands of dollars are spent on seeds that are planted on hundreds of acres of land.
Whether it is thousands of seeds or only one single seed that are planted – there is a miraculous transformation that takes place. From the single seed, a plant breaks through the soil to become a mature adult that produces food for harvesting or seeds for planting next season. For the seed to do that, it has to go through changes.
Our Gospel text contains two parables about seeds. The second one – about the mustard seed – is better known. It is found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and in another ancient writing called the Gospel of Thomas. The first parable – about the farmer sleeping while the seed grows is less well known. It is found only in the Gospel of Mark. 
Jesus says that what happens in this parable is similar to the kingdom of God – the farmer sleeps and the plant grows. The farmer is awake and cleaning house or washing dishes and the plant grows. The farmer does nothing to make the seeds sprout and grow into plants that produce grain. It happens automatically or by nature or – we might say – God does it. In a similar way, we don’t make the kingdom of God come into our world. God does it.
When discussing this parable online, someone had written another verse of Rise Up, O Saints of God” to reflect the non-activity of the farmer in this parable.
Sit down, O saints of God;
you cannot do a thing.
Just set your mass upon the grass
and praise the King of kings.
At the same time, the parable indicates that the farmer has a significant role for the miracle to happen. The farmer had to sow the seeds before there could be any growth. 
Now, it is true that there are many, many plants that grow without anybody planting seeds. We call them weeds. We usually don’t like them. There is some evidence that mustard plants were weeds in Palestine in Jesus’ day. They certainly grew wild. They could grow where people didn’t want them. 
That’s not what Jesus is talking about in the first parable. These are seeds that are planted. It takes work to plant seeds. 
I served a church full of farmers and ranchers in the sand hills of Nebraska. I learned a few things from them. I learned that I didn’t want to be a farmer or a rancher. While their seeds automatically grow into stalks and ears of corn or plants with pods of soy beans; they did a lot of work to remove anything that might hinder the growth that God was giving that seed. 
In that sandy soil, they put down fertilizer because to make up for the lack of nutrients in the sand that would hinder growth. They took different measures to remove weeds and bugs that would hinder growth.
Nearly every farmer in that part of Nebraska had to irrigate their fields. In Yuma, where I came from, Irrigation was the only way they can grow crops. Yuma averages only 3 inches of rain a year. 95% of the lettuce in the U.S. during the winter comes from Yuma County. 
Farmers spend a lot of money and do a lot of work to try and remove anything that might hinder the natural growth of their plants.
Jesus tells us that he’s not really talking about farming, but about God’s Kingdom. God’s Kingdom grows automatically. We can’t make it grow any more than a farmer can make a seed grow into a plant.
However, this doesn’t mean that we can do nothing and expect God to do everything. We have to plant seeds. 
I heard about congregation that created a map of where their members came from and when they joined the congregation. They noticed that there was a large group of new members from north of town who joined 5 to 10 years ago. Within the last 5 years, there was a large group of new members from south of town who joined. They were puzzled about this until someone remember one of their long-time members moved from north of town to south of town at that time. He sowed seeds about the congregation where he was living. Many of them turned into new members. The growth of God’s Kingdom begins with us sowing seeds. 
The parable of the mustard seed indicates that the seeds don’t have to be very big. A very, very simple evangelism poster I saw years ago shows a girl talking to a guy. She says: “Yeah, I go to church.” In the next picture she asks, “Wanna come?” 
I’m going to give you some training in evangelism right now. Repeat after me: “Yeah, I go to church.” “Wanna come?” You are now trained evangelists. 
Sometimes, those few words are all the seed that is needed to start the growth process God wants to give. 
One of the truths of the parable is that the farmer planted the seeds before God is able to give it growth.
A second truth from real farmers is that it can take a lot of effort to stop the things that might hinder the growth God wants to give.
We can become more aware of things that might hinder the growth and seek to remove them. Refusing to talk to visitors at worship hinders a congregation’s growth. I’m surprised how many times I’ve heard people make that complaint about other congregations – not at Christ. 
A congregation in Phoenix decided to save money and not water the lawn during the summer. The dead-looking lawn did not give a good first impression to visitors. It hindered their growth. Folks at CLC do a lot of work to make the grounds look nice. 
We have to expect and trust that God will do God’s job – in God’s own way and in God’s own time, but we also have to be aware of the jobs God expects us to do. We are to share the Word, and God promises that it will not come back void. There will be growth. There will be a time of harvest. We are to be ready to reap the benefits of what God will do when we plant God’s Word in our community.
This not-so-common parable presents more than just a theme of “doing nothing,” while the seed grows into a plant. I think that this parable illustrates our need to know what work we are to do – sowing the Word, removing hindrances, and welcome the harvest that God promises to give us. 




