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Come, Join the Mystery	John 3:1-17
The Christian Doctrine of the Holy Trinity is a mystery. That means it is impossible for us to fully understand it. We proclaim it. We sing about it. We praise God for it. We confess it. We don’t claim to fully understand it. It’s a mystery.
This doctrine arose as our attempt to explain both what we read in scriptures and ways we experience God. It is clear that the New Testament talks about a Father and a Son and a Holy Spirit as separate people. It also stresses that there is only one God.
Jesus, the son, tells Nicodemus that he must be born from above, that is, “from the Father.” Later, Jesus tells him that he must be born of water and the Spirit and that the Spirit blows around like the wind. (“Wind” and “Spirit” are two different ways of translating the same Greek word.) There is the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit (or Holy Wind); but we confess that there is only one God – but not three Gods. Yes, that’s confusing. God is a mystery.
In our Second Reading, Paul writes about putting to death our selfish actions by the Spirit. We, who are led by God’s Spirit, are children of God. We, like Jesus did, call God, “Abba, Father.” There is the Father; there is Christ, the Son; and there is the Holy Spirit; but we confess that there is only one God – not three Gods. Yes, that’s confusing. God is a mystery.
We read about people experiencing God the creator at the beginning of the world when the Spirit hovered over chaotic waters. With words from the Almighty, creation happened. 
The Gospel of John proclaimed that Jesus is the eternal Word of God who became flesh and lived among us. Over the last couple of weeks, our readings from John had Jesus comforting the disciples. He will be leaving, but the Spirit of truth will be coming. There is the Creator, the Word, and the ongoing presence of the Spirit; but we confess that there is only one God – not three Gods. Yes, that’s confusing. God is a mystery.
Disciples experienced the person of Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God and the Human One, who lived on earth for about thirty years. They heard him pray to his Father. He taught us to pray to “Our Father.” Today, people have experiences with God through spiritual events that they can’t fully explain. People throughout history have experienced God in different ways; but we confess that there is only one God.
The language that the early church adopted for the Trinity is that there are three separate persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but one God. How this can happen is a mystery. It’s beyond our understanding. Almost every attempt at illustrating it fails and comes up short. Nothing on earth is quite like it.
Frankly, it is a good thing. God has to be beyond our understanding. God is bigger than our minds can comprehend. God is beyond what anything on earth can illustrate. We only receive glimpses of God through scriptures and through our experiences. 
God to be God has to be beyond our understanding. We confess that there are three persons and there is one God. When we pray to the Father, or to the Son, or the Spirit; we are praying to God. When the Jesus is born, he is God. When Jesus dies on the cross, he is God. When we are baptized in the water and the Spirit, we are born from above as children of the heavenly Father. When Jesus said, “This is my body,” that happens in some mysterious way that we don’t fully understand. We receive God in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. 
In some mysterious way, the Spirit creates faith in us so that we can believe what is unbelievable. We admit: “I don’t fully understand it.” We aren’t saved by our understanding.
This confession about God also becomes a model our lives. We each have a desire to be individuals – a need to be me. I need to be my own person. 
We also have a need to be part of a community. We each are individual persons; but we also all are part of a family. We required parents to care for us as infants. We grew up in a family. My brothers and I are part of one family. Our children, their spouses and children, are also part of that one family.
Different persons, some more different than others, and one family. 
We are members of a congregation: many different people, one congregation. We are Lutherans: many different peoples and nationalities and languages around the world, one common origin in Martin Luther and our Lutheran Confessions. 
We are Americans: many different people but one nation. 
Our lives are spent managing our movement between being unique individuals and being part of a unified group. We are always both, but sometimes more of one than the other. 
It’s impossible for us to fully understand how all of us different believers can be one Church. Sometimes we have difficulties getting along with members of the same congregation – or even within one family. It’s a mystery.
Our ELCA has entered into full-communion agreements with six different denominations. This means we can share pastors with them. For over a year I preached at a Presbyterian congregation as well as my Lutheran congregation. In my last congregation, I had a couple Presbyterian and a United Church of Christ pastors attend regularly and preached for me when I went on vacation. Different persons, different denominations, but one Church, one Body of Christ. 
At our baptisms, we joined this mystery of the Trinity. Each of us individually became part of this one holy catholic and apostolic church. Each of us became children of God: the God who is a Trinity: one God and three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; our Creator, our Savior, and the Continuing Presence and Power, blowing wherever, like the Wind – or like a powered balloon as we saw last week.
We will experience this God in many different ways: in the creation of the Creator; in the stories of Jesus; in Spiritual experiences; in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, in the communion of saints – the folks who gather together each week in this place; in the freedom we are given by the Spirit that our sins are all forgiven by God’s grace through Jesus.
What I experience may be different from what you experience. That’s all right. Our God is bigger than any of us. God is bigger than any of our own experiences. God is bigger than our intelligences.
It’s enough for us to believe that God has joined us to the Mystery. We have been born anew; born from above; born of water and the Spirit; adopted by God so that with the Spirit we can call, “Abba, Father.” We aren’t called to understand this God, who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; any more than infants can understand their parents or the family they are born or adopted into. It’s a wonderful mystery to them how those people take care of them. Similarly, we believe that this God has taken care of our eternal salvation. We don’t have to understand it. We give thanks and praise God for it. We give thanks and praise the one God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for bringing us into that family of differences and unity. It's a mystery. We can’t understand it, but we don’t have to. God understands and that’s enough. 




